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For the Utica Christian Repositor y: 
WHICH EVENING IS HOLY TIME. 


it is acknowledged and daily felt 
by sober ehristians, as a matter of 
great importance, that the period of 
time set apart by divine authority 
for holy rest, should be faithfully 
observed. They dread the idea of 
having these sacred hours mingled 
with those of the rest of the week ; 
not only on account of the sin of so 
doing, and the immediate loss sus- 
tained in spiritual things, but be- 
cause it has a tendency to efface 
from the minds of men, that sa- 
ered regard which they ought to 
cherish towards a day which the 
Lord has sanctified. This indiffer- 
ence towards holy time has become 
prevalent in our country to an a- 
larming degree, and, 1 suspect we 
may as scribe it ina great measure 
‘o the fact, that amongst christians 
there is not an entire agreement 
with respect to the precise limits of 
the Sabbath. Some have consider- 
ed it a matter of small importance 
whether we keep the evening we 
ceding or succeeding theysacred 
day, provided ‘hat the same amount 
of time be observed. As a remedy 
‘or the inconvenience of the différ- 
ence In practice amongst persons of 
che same community, “th: 2y recom- 
mend the observance of both eve- 
ungs. This might do if all were 
christians and delighted i in the ser. 
vice of God so much that no precise | 
tules were necessary. But even if | 
we should be able to attach the se- 
cond evening to the Sabbath, as we 


cred , that one 
ed, so that we might insist upon 
its general observance. The time 


will arrive no doubt, when there will 
bea unanimity of sentiment on this 
subject as well as on all others of im- 


bortance ; but this desirable end is 
Kk 
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can only consider one of them sa-4 
ought to be determin- | 


[No. 9 





| to be the result, not.of miracle, but 
of honest investigation. At present 
the practice of observing the subse- 
quent evening seems to ) be gaining 
ground, and it must rain ground, if 
the Sabbath be observed at all, be- 
cause it corresponds with our civil 
day, unless the other practice be vi- 
gourously supported from the sacred 
scriptures. From my acquaintance 


| 
with the scriptures, [ consider the 





arguments on either sidé so plausi- 
ble, or rather, 1 consider the point 
itself of so small importance, that, 
if either practice were universal, I 
should have no disposition to dis- 
turb its foundation. Points which 
are not clearly revealed, I am per- 
suaded, are not in themselves essen- 
tial to our faith or duty. The im- 
portance of fixing up6n the begin- 
ning of the, Sabbath is only derived 
from the evil tendency of a diversi- 
ty of practice. I was early taught, 
and I believe it is a prevalent opin- 
ion, that the Jews began their Sab- 
bath in the evening, and [I believe 
those who advocate a different prac- 
| tice rely upon other sources of ar- 
gument. After some inquiries on 
F the subject, I have been led to ques- 
| tion the conceded fact that the Jews 
| were required to begin their Sab- 
| bath in the evening. 1 propose giv- 
| ing you, Messrs. Editors, the result 
of my inquiries. 
| The first and principal passage of 
scripture on which the opinion in 
|| question is founded, is that in Gen. 
| i. 5, and which is again repeated se- 
| veral times, “ the evening and the 
morning were the first day.” The 
whole stress is laid on the order in 
which these words are used, that is, 
| the evening precedes the morning. 
| How m ue h weight ought to be given 
i: to this, { um really not able to satis- 
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y myself. If the or der of time had 


been invariably ckserved on other 
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occasions by the Hebrew writers, 
perhaps this order should determine 
usin the present case. Butl am 
inclined to think{ihere are examples 
which would justify a different con- 
clusion, and which do not now oc- 
cur to me. It is however a fact, that 
when several numbers are mention- 
ed in which the larger would natu- 
rally precede ihe smaller, the order 
in the Hebrew is reversed. As when 
it is said Methuselah was nine hun- 
dred and sixty-nine years of age— 
The order in the Hebrew is “nine 
and sixty and nine hundred years.” 
But suppese the order of the words 
in the passage before us determines 
that the day begins in the evening, 
what ideas will it convey? Are we 
to understand that the twenty-four 
hours begin with the evening, and 
that the evening and morning make 
up the whole? Then we are to call 
the time from evenigg till morning, 
by the name of evenifig, which would 
im fact be the night; and what we 
are accustomed to call fhe day, till 
evening recommences, must be call- 
ed morning.’ It will be reasonable 
then to suppose that the evening be- 
sins at noon so as to divide the day 
equally between morning and eve- 
ning. And, indeed, it is said that 
noon is sometimes called evening 
by the Hebrews. For if we should 
fix the evening at sun-set, or can- 
dlelighting, or eight o’clock, as some 
do, it would be very absurd to de- 
nominate the rest of the day morn- 
ing. Rather let the scriptures de- 
fine what they mean by these terms. 
In this very place Moses informs us 
what is meant by day. “ And God 
divided the light from the darkness. 
And God called the light day and 
the darkness called he night.”” Thus 
we are distinctly informed what a 
day is; and it is then added, that 
the evening and morning made up 
this day. Or if a more literal trans- 
lation be preferred, it will read— 
“ There was evening and there was 
morning on each day.’? That is, 


i 


each day was defined by its evening 
and morning. Nor am [| able to find 
any place in the Bible where the 
term day is applied to the twenty 
four hours. In general it was not 
necessary to speak of the sleeping 
hours, but only those in which men 
are active. But when a length of 
time is measured where the night 
is equally important with the day, 
both are expressly mentioned. As 
/in Ex. 24.183; And Moses was in 
'the mount forty days and forty 
/nights. This distinttion we never 
' make, because we call the twenty- 
! four hours a day, and hence we give 
| a meaning to the word day which it 
never has in the sacred volume. — 
| Let us next inquire what is meant 
by morning and evening. Morning 
has the same signification in scrip- 
ture as in common language; or 
nearly so. It applies to all that part 
of the day, from the first breaking 
of light, or the beginning of activity 
after the rest of the night, to mid- 
day. Though, | apprehend, it is sel- 
dom, if ever, in the scriptures, made 
'to extend to noon. Evening has 
likewise been pretty uniform in its 
signification. In almost every in- 
| stance I think it will be found ap- 

plying to the end of the day, when 


| 
| 
| 
| 


! light and darkness begin to mingle ; 


and this is the signification of the 
Hebrew word ereb. It is indeed as- 





| serted by writers, that the Hebrew 
| had two evenings, one at noon, the 
| other at sunset. 


But [ am not con- 
vinced of the correctness of the o- 
pinion that one of the evenings was 
at noon. It derives its authority 
from an expression which is used in 
the statute with respect to the pass- 
over. Ex. 12. 6, Bin haer bim, be- 
tween the evenings. Moses, how- 
ever, explains this, Deut. 16. 6— 
Thou shalt sacrifice the passover at 
even, at the goung down of the sun, 
'at the season that thou camest forth 

out of Egypt. I will not assert that 

the practice of the Jews was always 
| conformable to this explanation ; but 
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] think it is evident that the pass- || that, even in the night; (Ex. 12. 33) 


over was eaten late in the evening, 
or at night, and the Israelites went 
out of Egypt at night. 

Let us next inquire, whether the 
evening belongs to the day which 
precedes, or is to be numbered as 
ihe following day, or the morrow.— 
For if the Sabbath is to begin in the 
evening it is because this 1s the be- 
ginning of the natural day; (as it is 
stated by the late excellent Dr. 
Dwight,) and is counted a part of 
the following day. Mark then, in 
the 23d chapter of Exodus, a pas- 
sage which has been considered con- 
clusive on this subject: “ From e- 
ven to even shall ye celebrate your 
Sabbath.” This is the day of atone- 
ment mentioned in the 27th verse 
which was to take place on the tenth 
day of the month. The celebration 
was to commence the evening be- 
fore, which, if it belonged to the 
same day, would also be the tenth. 
But what does the text say ? ver. 32d, 
“Ye shall afflict your souls in the 
ninth day of the month at even,” &c. 
Thus nothing, I think, can be more 
evident, than that the Sabbath of a- 
tonement was made up of parts of 
two days, and was so reckoned be- 
cause the evening belonged to one 
day, and the following morning to 
another day. And why is it said 
that this Sabbath shall be kept from 
even to even?’ Is it not because the 
ordinary Sabbatlis were not so ob- 
served ? 

We may likewise add a few re- 
marks on the institution of the pass- 
over. Ex. 12th chap. It was to be 
celebrated on the 14th day of Abib 
or Nisan, and this is spoken of as a 
(ay long to be remembered, for the 
deliverance of the Israelites from 
their bondage. But all the memo- 
rable transactions of this day took 
place in the evening and night fol- 
lowing the light part of the day.— 
The passover was to be sacrificed at 
the going down of the sun; (Deu- 


teronomy 16,3, 6 ;) it was eaten after |; 


Lt 


————— 


the first-born of the Egyptians were 
slain this night, and during this 
night the Israelites commenced their 
march out of Egypt, yet all was said 
to be done on the 14th day, included 
with the preceding morning. 

We have here suflicient reason 
why the feast of unleavened bread 
should begin in the evening, inas- 
much as its commencement was to 
celebrate the exodus from Egypt. 
And though it is not necessary to 
the present subject of inquiry, it is 
no doubt a fact, that several of the 
Jewish celebrations began in the 
evening, and that the pious Jews be- 
gan to prepare for the Sabbath the 
evening before. But I think it has 
been demonstrated as far as scrip- 
ture light will direct us, that this 
evening is part of the preceding day, 
and does not belong to the following. 
It has also been demonstrated that 
the Jewish natural day was not the 
twenty-four hours, but, as among all 
other nations, was that period of 
time while the sun is above the hori- 
zon, and that the rest is called night ; 
but that a portion of the light and 
dark parts where they approach near 
to each other, and are somewhat 
mingled, isdenominated morning or 
evening, both of which must occur 
on every day. Those days, or ra- 
ther those celebrations, which com- 
menced in the evening, may be con- 
sidered ecclesiastical days, thus de- 
signated for some special purpose. 
As to artificial days, they could have 
none at an early period when they 
had no instruments by which they 
could measure time. The first light 
of the morning would naturally be 
the beginning of their day, and the 
time when nature called them to re- 
pose would be its termination. 

There are a few other passages 
which may throw some light on the 
subject. Neh. 13.19; And it came to 
pass when the gates of Jerusalem be- 
gan to be dark before the Sabbath. 
The conclusion is inevitable, that the 
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Sabbath was not begun when it “ be- | 


gan to be dark.” It was still before 
the Sabbath, when Nehemiah, as ev- 
ery good man would do ia similar 
circumstances, used such precau- 
tions against the vivlation of the sa- 
cred hours of the morrow. Mark 
1. 82; And at even when the sun 
did set, they brovght unto him all 
that were diseased, and them that 
were possessed with devils. It has 
been inferred from this that the Sab- 
bath was now at an end, because 
they brought their sick. But per- 
haps this inference is not necessary. 
They would not probably have car- 
ried their sick, in that hot climate, 
on any other day, till the sun was 
set. ‘That may have been the usu- 
al time of day to heal the sick. But 
suppose the Jews, in those dsys, dia 
end their Sabbath at sun set, we 
have no evidence that it was right 
for them so to do. We know that 
Jesus would have healed their sick 
on the Sabbath, and would not there- 
fore have censured them for bring 

ing them Sabbath evening. Mat. :.8. 
1; In the end of the Sabbath, as it 
began to dawn (epinhos kouse began 
to be light) towarils the first day of 
the week. Here the end of the Sab- 
bath is brought to the morning of the 
firstdlay of the week. What time the 
women purchased spices is doubt- 
ful ; but “they rested the Sabbath,” 
and were anxious as soon as it was 
over to anoint the body, and that 
was not in the evening but the next 
morning. 

John 20. 19; Then the same day 
at evening. It was the same day, 
and yet in the evening when the 
doors were shut. Acts 20. 73; Paul 
preached unto them, ready to depart 
on the morrow, and continued his 
speech until midnight. This speech 
was delivered at night, but on the 
first day of the week, and the mor 
row had not yet arrived, for then 
he was to depart. Indeed, it is so 
far from being the fact, that the eve- 





next day, that I am persuaded there 
is nota single instance of it in the 
Bible. 

There are other scriptures from 
which conjectures on this subject 
might be drawn, and perhaps unfa- 
vorable to the deductions we have 
made; and even on those passages 
which have been adduced similar 
conjectures have been made, and e- 
ven by great men: but I will leave 
it to the candid reader whether our 
deductions have not arisen out of 
the most obvious views of the scrip- 
| tures which have been considered : 
| And when he considers that those 
_who take the other side, find it im- 
| possible to agree on the precise point 
‘of time when the Sabbath begins, 

whether at sun set, candlelighting, or 
eight o’clock, will he not need some 
plain scripture to justify him in so 
inconvenient and unnatural a divi- 
sion of time, and confining that in- 
convenience and incongruity to the 
Sabbath, whilst other days preserve 
their natural and established dis- 
tinctions? For if the evidence of 
scripture were equal on both sides, 
reason,expediency and utility would 
go entirely to the side to which we 
are inclining. We should with great 
reluctance, admit a practice which 
breaks down the obvious boundaries 
of holy time, and holds out a temp- 
tation to men, as often as the Sab- 
bath occurs, to imagine certain boun- 
daries, and vary them according to 
the demands of their worldly con- 
cerns. Nor is it unworthy of re- 
mark,that the other institutions of the 
Gospel seem manifestly to be found- 
ed on the best reasons and _princi- 
ples of utility. This we can cer- 
tainly say of the Sabbath in every 
respect in which we can view it, un- 
less we adopt that anomalous mode 
| of designating it which deranges the 
| natural divisions of time, and as far 
as I can see, does ..ot furnish a sin- 
gle reason in its favor. Now, if I 
am not utterly mistaken with re- 
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Questions for Theological Studenis. 


ties and arguments, and if it he the || 
fact that the side on which I have 
brought them is gaining g ground, and | 
js likely ere long to become the 
foundation of univer arsal practice, why 
should we not endeavor speedily to 
lay aside our partiality for circum- 
stances not essential, for the sake of 
attaining what is essential ; that isa 
uniformity in marking the bounda- | 
ries of the Lord’s day i P Af what I] 
have written will fail to assist any || 
in forming a judgment on this sub- | 
ject, my his shest expectation will be 
disappointed ; but I hope it may | | 
raw from some other cor respondent | | 
sich light as may direct me and all | 
others in the way of. truth and up- | 
rightaten. N.H. | 
. +9 @BO«.- | 
For the Utica Christian Repository. | 
Questions for Theological Students, | 
with some hints towards an an- | 
swer. | 
(Continued from page 248.) 
ng 49. It is said, that the whole of | 
he Bible cannot be divinely inspir- | 
" because some passages in it are 
evidently the declarations of Satan 
and wicked men: how do you an- 
swer this objection ? | 
| 


} 
i 
} 












4. The passages which contain 
these declarations of Satan & wick- 
ed men, are the word of God in this 
‘ense—they mre the testimony of 
God that Satan and wicked men did 
say these things. And these parts 
of the Bible are divinely inspired in 
this sense—the sacred penmen were 
moved by the Holy Ghost to record 
these declarations of Satan & wick- 
elmen. ‘These things are recorded 
as the declarations of Satan & wick- 
ed men, and not as the declarations 
oi God. The proposition that Satan 
and wicked men did say these things, 
is that for which we have the divine 
testimony. But whether in say ing | 
these things. . Satan and wicked men 
spake truth or not, is to be ascertain- 
ed by comparing what they said with 
what (sod has said. In the Bible | 

We are informed that Satan charged 4 


| 
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Job with hypocrisy. We have the 
divine testimony that Satan did 
make this charge against Job. But 
whether this charge was true or not, 
is to be ascertained by comparing it 
with what God says of Job’s char- 
acter and conduct. And so of all 
other instances. 

Q. 50. Paul says, 1 Cor. 7. 6, 12, 
“ Ispeak this by permission, and not 
of commandment,” and “ to the rest 
speak: I, not the Lord:’’ how could 
he say these, :f all he wrote was by 
direction of the Holy Spirit ? 

4. With respect to the 6th verse, 
the meaning is, I speak this by way 
of permission, and not by way « of 
commandment. I permit you te do 
this, if you think pr per, but I do 
not require it. He was direc ced by 
the Holy Spirit to give this permis- 
sion. With reepect to the 32th ver. 
it should be observed, tiat in the 
iOth, he had been repeating a pre- 


cept of the Lord Jesus Christ, which 
he had given in some of his. public 
dineoarees when on earth. In the 


12th verse, he proceeds to give an 
additional coma which the Ii Lord 
Jesus had not given in any of his 
public discourses. He was directed 
by the Holy Spirit both to repeat 
that precept, and to give this addi- 
tional command. 

Q. 51. It is said, that if the whele 
of the Bible were divineiy inspered, 
it would be more intelligible ; but 
the fact is, that there are almo-t as 
many different interpretations as in- 
terpreters: how do you answer this 
objection ? 

vl. A part of this disagreement 
may be ascribed to our ignorance. 
We are not perfectly acquainted 
with the languages in which the 
| scriptures were originally written. 
We may no! be thoroughly acquain- 
ted with all th: manners and cus- 
toms of ine Eastern nations, to 
which allusions are frequently made. 
Our ignorance may render some 
passages difficult to understand, 
which would be very plain to us, if 
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we knew more. These remarks, || that he will use the same freedom 

however, do not apply to any of the || hereafter, whenever he shall dis- 

great doctrines and duties taught in | cover any thing which in his view 

the Bible. ‘Those parts of it which- ‘| needs correction. 

are essential to salvation, are so The question under discussion 
Was, 


plain that “he that runs may read ; “can it be proved from the 
and the way faring: man, “ though 
a fool, need not err.’ Our Lord 
says, “If any man w J do his will, 


he shall knew of the doctrine wheth- | 
er it be of God, or whether I sneak | tive. 


of myself’? An obedient heart 
would render the doctrines of the 
Bible quite intelligible. But a dis- 
obedient heart leads men to wrest 
the scriptures to their own destruc- 
tion. The best of men may differ 
in their interpretation of the scrip- 
tures; because the understanding 
of the best of men is more or less 
under the influence of depravity of | 
heart. These things being taught in 
the scriptures the: maelvea, ihe fact 
is im exact accordance with what 
they teach, and just such as con- 
firms their inspiration. If good and 
bad men all agreed in their snter nre- 
tation of the scriptures, it would oO 
far towards proving that the Bible 
is not all divinely inspired. 
PHILALETHES. 
> OID SB <«<- 
For the Utiea Christian Repository. 
DEFENCE OF *§ TP EOLOGICAL eer: 
In the Repository for May, page 
145,a writer who subscribes him- 
self Il. N. has made some remarks 
upon the answer given to the 2ist 
question for thevlogic al students.— 
I thank him for those remarks. I 
am graufied that those who do not 
accord in opinion with the answers 
given should use the freedom of ma- 
king any strictures they think pro- 
per, and of poli ating out any errors 
in the reason! Ag 5 for I think that 
free discussion is favorable to truth, 
and that a liberal interchange of our 
thoughts is one of the best means we 
enjoy of im; vreving in knowledge. 
I hope therefore that HN. will take 
in good part the remaixs which I 
may make upon his strictures ; on 














light of nature, that God causes ey- 

ery thing to take place as it does ?” 
He says, “ The answer is given, and 
as L suppose rightly, in the affirma- 
But in his answer the author 
pursues a series of metaphysical 
reasoning, which regards God as the 
cause of all things that have existed, 
that do exist, or that ever will exist. 
Now, there appears to be an error 
sumewhere in this reasoning.” | 
confess, | was a little surprised at 
the above remarks. Does H. N. 
an be proved that God 


every thing to take place as 








eaduses 


| it does, and yet think there must be 


an error in the reasoning because tt 
regards God as the cause of all 
things? If it can be proved that 
God i is the cause of all things, then, 
certainly,he is the cause of all things; 
for that which is false never can “be 
proved to be true. From his sub- 
sequent remarks, however, I am in- 
| clined to think that H. N. does not 
| believe God to be the cause of all 
| things, and that he does not believe 
| it can be proved that he is ; but on- 
‘ly, that by the subtlety of meta- 
| physical reasoning, it seems to be 
| proved. He says, “For if it be 
| true,’’ (that God is the cause of all 
| things,) “God is. the cause of sin; 
| Which is a proposition not support- 
'ed by the sacred volinne.”? Now 
| I believe, as firmly as he does, that 
if any proposition is not supported 
| by the sacred volume, either by ex- 
| press declarations, or by fair deduc- 
| tion from express declarations, it is 
nut to be received as true, though 
it may seem te be proved by mneta- 
1 phy sical reason. g. But the prop- 
| osition that God causes every thing 
| to take place as it does, I certainly 
think can be proved to be true, both 
| by the light of nature, and by most 
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abundant testimony from the word 
of God. And if H. N. thought the 
proof exhibited was only seeming 
not real, it would have beena great 
favor if he had examined that proof, 
step by step, and pointed out where 
the fallacy lay. ‘To say that the 
reasoning was metaphysical, and } 
therefore not to be relied upon, is 
what H. N. certainly would not do; 
fur he has, in opposition, given us 
several pages of his own metaphys- 
ics, anid also brought to his aid those 
of Reid, and Stew art, and Chal- 
mers. “ Metaphysics is the science 
of mind :”? and as religion and mor- 
als belong exclusively to those be- 
ings which have mind, it is impos- 
sible to have a single idea upon the 
subject of religion or morals which 
is not strictly metaphysical. H.N. 
ought, therefore, [ think, to have ex- 
amined the reasoning, by which the 
answer to the question was suppor- 
ted, and to have pointed out its fal- 
lacy. It appears to me to be real 
proof, and if he can show why it 
is not, he will confer a favor which 
shall be gratefully acknowledged.— 
Perhaps, however, he intends what 
he has said about “ pushing general 
truths beyond their legitimate boun- 
daries,’? as a clue, by: which the fal- 
lacy of the reasoning may be detect- | 
ed. But 1 do not feel able to avail |! J 
myself of this clue ; because | do | 
not understand its nature, nor how | 
itis te be applied. When a math- | 
ematician proves that the three | 
angles of a triangle are equal to two | 
right angles, I perceive the legitim- | 
ate boundaries of this truth. They | 
are marked by the terms of the prop- | 
osition. And when he infers from 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
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a 





it, that if one of these angles is a 
right angle, the other two are to- 
gether equal toa right angle, the 
truth i is still kept, I suppose, within 
its proper limits. But if he had in- 
lerred, that if one of the angles is a 
right angle, the sum. of the other 
two is more than aright angle, f | 
should conclude the truth was push- | 
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ed beyond its proper boundaries.— 
If [am right in this, I should con- 
clude, that no truth is pushed be- 
yond its proper boundaries, unless 
that truth is actually departed from, 
and something is inferred from it 
which is not contained in it. How 
this clue, therefore, can be applied 
to the reasoning in question, I am 
unable to discover, li any thing is 
there inferred from the premises, 
which is not contained in them, and 
if H. N. had pointed it out, he would 
have shown the fallacy of the rea- 
soning at once, and would not have 
had occasion to resort to any other 
course of reasoning in order to show 
the contrary. 

But H. N. not feeling disposed 
to point out the fallacy of the rea- 
soning by which it was proved that 
God causes every thing to take 
place as it does, has endeavored to 
show the contrary by. a course of 
reasoning of his own, partly found- 
ed upon what he supposes to be 
declarations of scripture, partly on 
his own peony and partly on 
the authority of some great names. 
Each shall be considered in its turn. 

i. The scripture proof. The 
texts he adduces to prove that God 
does not cause every thing to take 
place as it does, are “the followi Ing : 

Jam. !1.13,14. Fer God cannot 
be tempted with evil; neither tempt- 
eth he any man: but every man is 
tempted when he 1s drawn away 
of his own lust and enticed.’— 
Jam. 4. 1. “From whence come 
wars and fightings among you? 
come they not hence, even from your 
lusts that war in your members 5” 
And Jer. 17. 9. * The heart is deceit- 
ful above all things, and desperate- 
ly wicked.” Neither tempteth he 
any man. If the proposition affirm- 
ed had been, that God himself does 
every thing that is done, this text 
would have been in point. For men 
are tempted,and God does not tempt 
them. But this was not the propo- 
sition afiirmed. It was something 
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entirely different. H. N. has, indeed, 
afterwards attempted to show, by the 


act of doing it, must be of the same 
moral character: but he has not even 
attempted to show that they ‘must 
be one and the same act. Unless, 
therefore, he has totally mistaken 
the proposition affirmed, he cannot 
himself suppose that this text is at 
all to the point. As to the other 
things asserted in these texts, that 
men are drawn away by their own 
lusts, that wars and fightings come 
from their lusts, and that the heart 
of man is desperately wicked, I 
would just remark that so | believe. 
The wickedness of the heart, the 
lusts which war in our members, 
are employed by the tempter to en- 
tice us to commit overt acts of wick- 
edness. ‘They are motives but not 
eauses. ‘The distinction between 
motive and cause was stated in the 
answer to the question, upon which 
Hl. N. remarks; and, as far as I can 
<liscover, he has not denied this dis- 
tinction. He has, indeed, in his 
metaphysical reasoning, confounded 
motive with cause, and reasoned as 
if motives were causes. But when 


he had this distinction before him, if 


he meant to deny it, he ought to have 
so stated explicitly, and to have 
shown that it was an unfounded dis- 
tinction. 

2. The metaphysical proof. The 
amount of it is this; if God causes 
every thing to take place as it does, 
man cannot be accountable for his 
conduct. This has been often said 
by others, as wellas by H. N. But 
what is the proof? No proof is giv- 
en. And [am not so much surprised 
that H. N. has not given any, be- 
cause it has not been usual for those 
who make the assertion to attempt 
any proof. The proposition that God 
causes every thing to take place as 
it does, has often been affirmed, and 
supported by reason and scripture ; 
and the men whe have done it have 


'| also affirmed & proved, from reason 
| and scripture, that men are accoun- 
aid of his metaphysics, that the act of || table for their conduct. And it has 
causing a thing to be done, and the | as often been objected that these two 
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propositions are inconsistent with 
each others But, surely, if they are 
inconsistent with each other, that 
inconsistency can be pointed out.— 
Why is it not done? What is the 
precise way in which one destroys 
the other? Those who bring this 
metaphysical objection are bound to 
support it. ‘Till they do support it, 
it ought to pass for nothing. It is e- 
nough for those who believe that both 
these propositions are true, to prove 
that they are true; and it certainly 
belongs to those who think they are 
inconsistent with each other, to show 
that they are inconsistent. It is too 
much for them to ask us to take it 
for granted. But although the ob- 


jection is entitled to no weight, till 


it is supported, and the advocates of 
truth were under no obligation to 
take notice of it, they have, never- 
theless, given it a-consideration. In 
this consideration they have stated 
all the reasons in support of it, which 
they could imagine any who bring 
it would ever think of any weight, 
and shown that none of them sup- 
port the objection. And hence they 
have concluded, that God may cause 
every thing to take place as it does, 
and yet man may be accountable for 
his conduct. And hence also they 
have concluded, that the turpitude 
of a wrong action dees not lie in the 
cause but in the nature of the action 
itself: and that, of course, the blame 
of it does not belong to Inm that 
causes it, but to him that performs 
it. And they have supposed that 
this was evident from scripture, rea- 
son, and the common sense of man- 
kind, ‘They have seen, in the scrip- 
tures, that God moved David to 
number the people, and yet blamed 
and punished him for his wicked- 
ness in that act; that he curned the 
heart of the Egyptians to nate his 
people, and yet considered that ha- 
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iredl of his people a wicked thing, 
and punished it accordingty; that 
he hardened the spirit of Sihon and 
made his heart obstinate, and yet 
considered that obstinacy of heart 
as a wicked thing, and destroyed 
him for it; that he sent the king of 
Assyria te punish Judah, and made 
use of him as an axe and a saw and 
a rod in his hand, and yet consider- 
ed the conduct of the Assyrian in all 
this as wicked, and punished it ac- 
cordingly. They have supposed that 
the common sense of mankind taught 
them that the odious qualities of 
toads and serpents belonged to the 
nature of those animals, and not to 
God who caused them. hey have 
supposed that when men wish to as- 
certain the guilt or innocence of any 
one arraigned as a criminal, they 
vever inquire any further than into 
his motives or intentions in what he 
has done, that thus they may ascer- 
tain the nature of his actions. But 
though it is perfectly evident that 
the blameworthiness of an action 
depends upon the nature of the ac- 
tion itself, and not at all upon its 
cause, H. N, endeavors to show the 
contrary, by saying “the cause of 
wickedness ts wicked.”? But I would 
ask him, what ifitis? If the cause 
is wicked, is not the actor wicked 
too? What if he had proved that no 
being could possibly cause another 
tv perform a wicked action, without 
uimself doing wickedly, would that 
take away the guilt of him who per- 
formed the oad action? What if 
he had proved that the act of God in 
turning the heart of the Egyptians 
was a wicked act, would it follow, 
that their act in hating his people 
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to his er ; for his object was to 
show that if God causes every thing 
to take place as it does, that weak- 
ens or destroys the criminality and 
accountability of man: And his rea- 
soning does not touch this point at 
all. But, is the cause of wickedness 
necessarily wicked? Can no in- 
stance be stated, in which the cause 
of wickedness can be innocent? I 
am willing to grant, however, for the 
present, that if creatures ever cause 
other creatures to sin, they would be 
wicked in so doing. ‘The govern- 
ment of the universe is not commit- 
ted to their hands. But it may be 
right for Him who is at the head of 
government to do some things which 
it would not be right for any subject 
of that government to do.’ It should 
be remembered, however, that the 
whole course of my reasoning, in 
auswer to the question under dis- 
cussion, went to show, that no crea- 
tures ever do or ever can cause oth- 
ers to put forth voliitons of any kind. 
Creatures only present motives.— 
They never touch the heart, and di- 
rect its movements in the view of 
those motives. Here, again, H. N. 
| confounds metive with cause. But, 
| must there be sinin the cause of sin ? 
This he seems to think is self evi- 
| dent. And yet he asks, * how shall 
| we account for the first unholy voli- 
| tion in the angels that sinned?” f 
am surprised that he should put that 
question; for it shows at once the 
fallacy of his own reasoning. If the 
| first sin had any cause, it must have 
| been a good cause. There certainly 
| could not have been sin in the cause 
of the first sin. Willhe undertake 
to answer his own question, and ac- 


A 


was not also a wicked act? What if || count for the first unholy volition of 


he had proved, that the act of God 
in moving David to number the peo- 
ple was a wicked act, would it fol- 
low, that the act of David in num- 
bering the people was not also a 
Wicked act? It is plain, that if the 
ground he takes on this subject were 
granted to him, it would be noting 
L | 


| 


the angels that sinned? If he will, 
I am persuaded that he will assign 
a cause for it, in which there was no 
sin. For he certainly will not af- 
firm that there was sin before the 
jirst sin. 


PHILALETHES. 
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374 On the Prayer of Faith. 


For the Ciiea Christian Repesitory. 
ON THE PRAYER OF FAITH. 
Perhaps no ne is more plainly 
written on Ge acred pages than 


the fallen, and Gor aved condition of 


man. {t is taught on almost every 
pase, either by express declarations 
of the Most Hivh, or by plain and 
legitimate ferences. View the gen- 
eral complexion of human nature, 
and the dullest and most superficial 
observer, will perceive its pollutions 
and blemishes. Analyze the gene- 

ral view, descend to particulars, and 
it will be seen at once, that the lives 

of the most illustrious individuals, 
have been tarnished by some moral 
stain. Positive acts of disubedience, 
omission of knuwn duties, ingrati- 
tude for mercies received, luke- 
warmness in the service of God, dis- 
trust of his providence, fretiulness 
and impatience under disappeint- 
nents, or a proud overwesning con- 
fidence, is to be found every where ; 


and to the shame and disgrace of 


the church, these evils spring up, = 
frequently, within her sacred incle 
sure, and tarnish her heavenly ne 
ty. 

Much of this corruption of human 
nature is visible in controversial 
writings. In these a spirit too often 
breathes, which indicates a great de- 
ficiency of ehrist:an candor “and mo- 
deration. A warmth too often ap- 
pears, which does not seem, to the 
caim and dispassionate observer, to 
be produced by the hallowed fire 
of christiap love, kindness and cha- 
rity. 

Perhaps muy be accused by 
seme of your readers ef lukewarm- 
ness and want of zeal. I will not 
defend myself against the charge. J 
plead guilty—guilty of too much 
lukewarmmess 11 the service of our 
dearest Lord, our kindest friend, 
and mest boun wink benefactor— 
guilty also of a strong a ee to 
my OWh opinions an i isis ‘ence 
But if heart correspond with haat 
as face with face, 1 am not alone; 





a, | 


| 


|| there are others, many others, like. 
| wise guilty before God, and perhaps 
} before man. 
| There is something in the nature 
| of controversial writ Hives, which, un- 
|| less carefully suppressed, leads to 
| great warmth of expression, much 
| dogmatism, and contempt of the o- 
| pinions of others. ‘here is much, 
| very much unhallowed fire in the 
| heart, which may, and will be unno- 
| ticed, when there is no excitement, 
| but what will soon appear whes 

roused by opposition. 

1 have been led to these obserya- 

tions by reading some late contro- 

versial writings, and particularly 
| some essays in your paper, on the 
| « Prayer of Faith.” Perhaps I have 
| judged too hastily, but if £ have not, 
| there is a spirit in some of those es- 
| says, which is not congenial with 


SS 





faith. If 1 mistake not, ihe spirit of 
| faith is an humble spirit, and conse- 
| quently the praye: of faith is an 
aero prayer, and should be ex- 
| plained and ent ect by suitable and 
| correspouding means, na spirit of 
| christian kindness aud charity. 

| If the prayer of faith have such 
| particular, definite, and immediate 
| efiicacy as L. F. represents, he must 
ardently desire, not only that his 
brother Alpha, but also, that all his 
| brethren of the human family, were 
habitually engaged in offering up 
| Such prayers to God. That L. fF. 
| aaieerely desires such an event is 
readily acknowledged, and sincere- 
ly believed. His open and frank 

manner in his essays, leaves no room 
te question the honesty of his heart, 
2 

if 

| 

il. 


| 
| P 
I 
| 


or the uprightness of his intentions. 
tut is his manner of inculcating 
the prayer of faith calculated to pr 0- 
duce a ‘good effect? Is it calculated 
to gain the affections of A Alpha ? Or 
| is it calculated to convince the world 
| of the humble, self-denying spirit of 
faith? Does the manner of L. F. 
towards Alpha, pe with the 
| manner of Christ towards his discl- 





the humble, self- denying spirit of 


sie 
ie 


he 
see 
hi 
no 


dit 
na 
no 
ne 


ca 
he 
th 
ta 
on 


th 
th 






Ke. 
aps 


ure 
un. 

to 
uch 
> {)- 
ch, 
the 
no- 
ont, 
hen 


TO- 
rly 
the 
ave 
101, 


of 
tof 
Se- 

an 


uit! 
t of 


ri 
ot 
KF. 


Cis 





sles F 
February, mentioned some doubts 
in his own mind, on the particulari- 
iy contained in L. F’s creed, and 


desired instruction. ‘These desires 
appear to be expressed with humili- 
ty 3 and they are accompanied with 
a full declaration, that all instruc- 
tions on this interesting subject 
would be thankfully received. In 
ihis situation, was not L. F. bound, 

py the principles of christianity, and 
by the example of his Lord & Mas- 
ter, to solve the doubts, if he were 
able, and give the desired instruc- 
tion, or at least, to endeavor to do 
hoth? But J. F. does not attempt 
to solve the doubts of Alpha. In- 
stead of this he repeats his creed ; 
and then adds, “ to this I still un- 
deviatingly adhere. If Alpha has 
difficulties with that creed, 1 cannot 
help him out of them ; ond I do not 
see but he must settle them with 
him who made the promises, and 
not with him who believes them.— 

} did not attempt a removal of his 
difficulties before, either ‘ by expla- 
nations or arguments,’ and I shall 
not attempt a ‘removal of them now, 
neither by the one nor by the other.” 

And then assigns as a reason, ‘ he- 
cause I believ ed the word of God to 
be sufficiently explicit without e1- 
ther.” But Alpha says, “ to ascer- 


tain what the word of God teaches IP 
on this subject is the very object of 


my inquiries. Iam no advocate for 
speculation, or abstract reasoning, 
any farther than it has a connection 
with practice. [ wish to know my 
duty that I may doit.’ Now, dees 
not Alpha appear in this request, in 
the situation of a teachable scholar f 
His language is the language of su ch 
aone. And was it the part 2 
christian teacher, on such a subjec : 
to direct him jeeringly, “ to the vo- 
cabulary, and the lexiconr” Pau! 
reasoned with the Jews, explained 
the scriptures, and proved from 
them, that enna was the Christ.— 
e reasoned with the Gentiles from 
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Aipha, in your number for |! those grand truths of Natural Theo- 


logy, which they received. ‘Then he 
became all things to all men thathe 
might gain some. ‘ Apollos also 
mightily convinced the Jews, and 
that publicly, showing by the scrip- 
tures, that Jesus was Christ.” Now 
might not L. F. have imitated Paul 
or ‘Apollos, and given some expla- 
nations of the nature, extent, and 
duty of the prayer of faith? 

The only reason, which } perceiv . 
L. F. has alleged for his refusing. to 
give any explana’ lon, 1s, that the 
word of God is sufficie nilv explicit ; 
and that to attempt expl anations of 
the sacred volume, would be “to 
darken counsel by words without 
knowledge.” But are the scriptures 
really so plain to every reader as to 
require no explar ation 2? This [am 
persuaded L. F. will not advocate. 
His essays prove that he is too well 
acquainted with the sacred volume, 
{o think, for a moment, ~hat none of 
the truths or duties of the gospel, 

can be explained, or enforced. On. 
this subject, as on many others, man- 
lind are prone to go to extremes.— 
One extreme is, to de *pend entirely 
on the commentaries, criticisms and 


expositions of others; the other is, 
to renounce all human aid whatev- 


‘Nhe truth here 1s found in the 
iddle—in a careful study of the 
sacred volume, assisted by “the best 
heips we can obtain. if mankind 
have been too long confined to coms 
mentaries, rather than to the text 
itself, this no reason why we 
should reject all commentaries, all 


er. 


1s 


human aid, and extrancous assist- 


ance. I readily acknowledge that 
there are revealed truths, ti vaght i in 
the -acred volume, which cannot be 
explained by the feeble powers of 
the human rind, These truths 
ougit to be rece ved on the simple 
testimony of God; and experience 
has abundant ly taught, that here all 
explanations “ darken counsel by 
words without knowledge.” Ln such 
depths we must, and it is our duty 
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to be satisfied, with a “thus saith 
the Lord.””. But when we extend 
this wholsome rule beyond its own 
lezitimate boundaries, then truth 
suffers. 

The true meaning of every pas- 
sage of scripture is ‘to be ascertain- 
ed, not only by “vocabularies and 
lexicons,” but also by the context. 
This is true of every other boek as 
well as of the sacred volume. In 
scripture there are general precepts 
to which there is no y Linwitate ll. 
this kind are the following; “ Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy Ged, and 
him only shalt thou serve.’ “ Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, with ail thy soul, with all 
thy strength, and with all thy mind.” 
« Repent ye and believe the gospel.” eS 

“Cast away all your transgressions 
whereby ye have transgressed, and 
make ye a new heart, “and a right 
spirit, for why will ye die, O house 
7", Israel f°’ There are also general 

recepts and irections, itt nited or 
extentied by other rules and direc- 
tions. Witness the following; “ thou 
shalt net kill.”? This precept ab- 


soluiely forbids the taking away of 
life in any situation or on any ac- | 
And if this precept were | 
ended by the same authority | 


count. 

not exte 
which enjoined it, we could have no 
right to take away life in any case. 
“Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy ; six days shalt thou la- 

bor and do all i} hy w ‘ork.”? This pre- 
cept, literally and absolutely under- 
stood, does not give permission to do 
works of necessity or mercy on the 
sabbath. “ Thou shalt not make un- 
to thee any graven image, nor any 
likeness of any thine thatis in hea- 
ven above, or that is in the earth be- 
neath.”? Is not the work + of the sta- 
tuary and painter a violation of this 
cominand,in its own proper & legiti- 
mate signification? What shall we 
say of such precepts as the follow- 
ing; “touch not, taste not, handle | 
not? « Pr ray always. Pray without 
ceasing?”? A child in the seriptures, 


‘Of 


| 
| 
} 
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can 80 explain, extend, or restrict 
these and similar precepts, by other 
scriptures, that they will accord 
with the general spirit of the gospel, 
It is to a neglect of thus explaining 
scripture by scripture that m: any 
cd lisputes may be traced. Some re- 
yard one precept, or declaration, as 
general snd unrestricted, and give 
it this weight and importance in all 
their producti tions: others regard 
other precepts or declarations, as 
equally general and unrestricted, 
and give thein the same oe and 
importance in their productions ;— 
whereas, the truth is, that the one is 
irequently a restriction, or exten- 
sion, or explanation of the other. 

These precepts, itis true, are ea- 
sily explained; but are there not 
other precepts, which are more dif- 
ficult, and yet capable of explana- 
tion? Peter speaks of Paul as wri- 
ting some things in his epistles, hard 
to be understood, which the unlearn- 
ed and the unstable, wrest to their 
own destruction. The Ethiopian 
Kunuchacknowledged his ignorance 
of the truths and duties of christian- 
ity, altho’ he probably understood, 
by “ vocabularies and lexicons,” the 
meaning of the words, in which 
those truths and duties were con- 
veyed. And indeed, every humble 
and prayerful student of the Bible, 

will confess that his knowledge of 
thie sacred volume is defective. He 
will see as he reads, and thinks, and 
prays, new illustrations of truth,new 
reasons for a holy life, and new light 
flowing into his soul. But this new 
and additional light is not derived 
so much from “ vocabularies & lex- 
icons,’ as from the faithful study ot 
the context, and comparing scrip- 
ture with scripture. 

Now, in Which of these classes of 
precepts is the fellowing general di- 
rection found? “Therefore I say 
unto you, what things soever ye de- 
sire, when ye pray, believe that " 
receive them, & ye shall have them.” 
Jf this be one of those general pre- 
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ents, which dre not restricted by | 
the we authori y of God, the creed of | 
j. F.is true in all its extent; butif 
th s precept be restricted by other 
prece ems s of equal authority, then the 
creed of L. FE. cannot be supp orted, 
er is wa that ieature of it, w hich | 
ieaches that theidentical blessing” 
cought for will be obtained. To the 
lw and to the testimony we must 
hiwe recourse; by this unerring 
tandard, all our doctrines, and all |; 
wr ferences, even to the smallest, 
must be determined. [ hope I feei 
determined, as well as fi. F. to ad- 
here to the plain, unadulterated dic- 
tates of the Spirit of truth. 

John, in his first general epistle, 
sys; “and this 1s the confidence 
that we have in him, that if we ask 
any thing accor ding 49 his wiil, he 
heave ‘h us”? Th expression, “ac; 
cording to his will,” exhibits the 
(rue ‘extent of the prayer of faith, 
and also points out its nature, as be- 
inga prayer offered up to God, in 
ha mble faith, hope, uprightness of 


life, and in submission to the wise 
and holy purposes of God. it is not 


fit that we should ask what is con- 
trary either to the majesty and glory 


of God, or to our own good, who are | 
his, and dependant on him. “ ‘There 
is a sin unto death, f do not say that | 


ye shall pray for it.” 
Paul, in his epistle to the Romans, 


says ; “likewise the Spirit also help- 
eth our infirmities, for we know not 

what we should pray for as we 
ought ; but the Spirit itself maketh | 
intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered.”?’ Witness | 


the prayer of the disciples to sit one 


on the left and the other on the right 
hand of Christin his kingdom. “ ui ut 
Jesus said unto them, ye know not 
It is true I... F. in- 


What ye ask.” 
cludes #e teaching of the Spirit in 


the prayer of faith; but are theve 
hot instances upon record, in the | 


sacred volume, wherein persons, un- 
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| God for particular blessings, whe 
i did not obtam the “identic ral bles- 
sing??? Will it be said that they 
were not then instructed by the Spi- 
rit. But this would require proof, 
and perhaps no other proof could be 
| given, except that the “identical 
| blessing’? was not obtained. And 
to make this a proof would be rea- 
) soning ina circle. The praye r Was 
| a prayer of faith because the ‘iden- 
tical blessing’ was given; and the 
‘identical viessing’ was given, be- 
cause it was the prayer of faith. 
Sufferings, afflictions and sorrows, 
in this life, are natural eyils; and 
although they are a moral good, yet 
all those who are sufferii ig under 
|| their pressure, earnest ly desire their 
| removal. This desire is not crimi- 
nal; yet it is conce'ved to be the 
duty of those who pray for the re- 
moval of such evils, to pray in sub- 
| mission te the will of God ; and thus 
| 
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to imitate our Lord & Master, who, 
when he pre iyed that the cup of sor- 
rows might pass from him, added, 
“not my will, but thine be done.” 
The most cursory perusal of the 
sacred volume, shows that a faith, 
called by t icological writers, the 
faith ef miracies, was exercised du- 
ring the early ages of christianity, 
and accompanied by a suitable and 
peculi ar spirit of prayer—a spirit 
which was not necessari ly connect- 
| ed with genuine holin ess of heart.-- 
H Mi ay not some of tho: e directio ns of 
sacred vy: alume, which are eon- 
tained 3 7 L. E’s creed, be peculiar 
to this faith ef miracles? The con- 
text, cer tain ly, favors such a suppo- 
sition; and it is ft ‘om the context 
that we are to a certain the true 
meaning of the scriptures. In con- 
nection with this | would add, that 
| many particular, and identical pro- 
1 y 
























mises were made, which of course 


ers of God’s people. 
| Believers have prayed for bles- 


der the immediate inspiration of the | | sings which they have not received. 


lloly Ghost, offered up prayers to | 


Pau) prayed for the removal of « the 
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thorn ia his flesh;’? God heard his 

prayer, but instead of granting the 

‘ideniical blessing’ sought for, said, 

“my grace is sufficient for thee.” 

Alpha mentioned tins, with our |! 
Lord’s prayer, that the cup might | 
pass from hin, which, notwithstand- 

inv, in humble submission, he drank | 
to the bitter dregs. LL. #. replies, | 
that these pravers were heard ; and | 
the identical blessing sought for was | 
given. It ts true, L. F. in his re- f 
ply, dees not say that the ‘identical | 
blessing” was given; but this must |! 
have been his meaning, for Alpha | 
says that the prayers of both were | 
heard and answered; therefore, if 





L. F. did not mean the ‘ identical 
blessing,’ according to his creed, 
there can be no difierence between 
them—bvih beheving that these 
prayers were heard aud answered. 
L.. F. in his endeavor to show that |} 
the ‘identical blessing’ sought for 
was given, exhibiis some unfairness, 
which 1 wes serry to sce. In his 1 
reply, L. F. says, raat Alpha states, H 
«that Panl’s prayer, concerning the 
thorn in the flesh, aud our Lord’s, | 
for the removal of the cup, were not | 
mranted.”? And then adds, “ how he 
| 
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knows, what he bas affirmed, in re- 
gerd to these instances, | have yet 
to jearn. Our Lord said to the Fa- 
ther, “I know that thou hearest me 
always,’ and Paul affirms, by the 
Holy Ghost, that he was heard when 
he offered up strong crying & tears.” 
Now if L. F. applies the relative 
particle he, to Clirist, he is correct ; || 
but in this case, what is said in reply 
to Paul’s prayer for the removal of |; 
the thorn in the flesh This part of | 
Alpha’s objection to L. F’s creed | 
still remains unanswered, and in || 
full force. If L. F, refers the rela- | 
tive particle ne to Paal, he perverts | 
the meaning of the passage. ‘There- 

fure, in whatever point of view we 

consider LL. F’s reply, it bears the 

appearance of unfairness. If he de 

signed it as a reply to one member 

only of Alpha’s objection, why were | 


both introduced F and < he designed 
it as areply to both, he must have 
been misled by his warmth, to over. 
look the meaning of a passace, too 
plain to be easily misunderstood. 
Witness the preyer of Moses, a 
man of God, and whose faith is ap- 
proved of by the Spirtt of inspiration, 
“And IT besought the Lord at that 
time, saying, O Lord God, thou hast 


4 


| begun to show thy servant thy great. 


ness, and thy mighty hand: for what 
God is there in heaven or in earth, 
that can do according to thy works, 
and according to thy might? I pray 
thee let me gu over and sec the good 
land that is beyond Jordan, that 
geodiy mountain and Lebanon. But 
the Lord was wroth with me for 
your sakes, and would not hear me; 
and the Lord said unto ime, Jet it 
suffice thee; speak no more unto me 
of this matter; for thou shalt not go 
over this Jordan.” Moses obeyed, 
and was gathered to his fathers, af- 
ter he had seen the promised land 
which he was not permitted to enter, 

The great error in L. F’s creed is, 
teaching believers to expect “ the 
identical blessing for which they 
pray.” This identity of blessing 
necessarily includes identity of time, 
for if the time, and blessings mere- 
ly temporal, be removed from his 
creed, there can be no difference be- 
tween lim and Alpha, or at least, no 
difference worthy of mention. It is, 
if I understand the subject in dis- 
pute, the identical correspondence 
of the answer of the prayer of faith 
to the prayer itself; and this is the 
only part of L. F’s creed to which I 
object. The encouragements to 
prayer, as contained in his creed, 
are sufficiently ample to strengthen 
the weakest faith. And he has not 
oaly exhibited sufficient encourage- 
ments, but has shown, in agforcible 
manner, the prayer of faith to bea 
duty ; by the prayer of faith? I mean 
that prayer which is according to the 
will of God—that prayer, which is 
offered up in bassble t 
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mercy, uprightness of life, and sub- 
mission to the wise and hol: y govern- 
ment of God. Faith in prayer fully 
believes in the being of God and all 
his perfections—in his power & wil- 
lingness to bestow, through Christ, 
tie best blessings upon the children 
of men, at the time, and in the man 
ner, in which they will be most cen- 
(ucive to the manifestation of the 
glory of God, and to the best nter- 
3 of his people—and in the truth 
a faithfulness of God to all his 
p romises. 
in the word of God we find innu- 
merable blessings promised to his | 
church. He has declared that he 
vill preserve it as the apple of his 
ey eye=—=that he will defend it against 
all the powers & machinations “of the 
wicked—that he will give it a spirit 
of prayer and s supplication—that he 
will extend its healing power, & sav- 
ing influences to the utmos st bounda- 
ries of the earth, and that he will pre- 
sent itin heaven without spot or ble- 
nish’ Promisesare made of pardon, 
protecticn, support, guidance, in- 
struction, prog: ‘essive sanctification, 
and everlasting glory in heaven.— 
For these blessings, and such others 
as are connected with them, we are 
required to pray, and to pr ray veliev- 
ing that they will be given. ‘To 
doubt here, is to doubt the ¥ eracity 
and faithfulness of God. One cha- 


racteristic feature of the prayer of 


faith, is perseverance. ‘his our 
Lord enforced 2nd illustrated by the 
parable of the unjust judge, in which 
he taught that “men ought alw. ays 
to pray, and not to farnt. » And in- 
deed, perseverance in prayer is the 
invariable effect of faith. 
faith is strong and active, the belie- 
ver will persevere in prayer; but 
whenever his faith begins to fail, he 
will cease to wrestle. with God in 
prayer; or 1f he continue to pray, 
his prayers will be cold, wavering, 
and mefficacious. 

fam fully persuaded that L. F. 
will urge and enforce, with all his 
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| 
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powers, the duty of persevering in 
prayer; but does not his creed lay 
a stuinbling block in the way of per- 
severing in prayer? Jf the’ particu- 
lar blessing asked for be not imme- 
ser. given, will not this weaken 

the believer’s faith in prayer? will 
it not discourage him from persever- 
ing? Orif he should persevere, ma 
he not be induced to doubt the or 
ity of his own faith, and thus sink 
into despondency ? 

Since perseverance in prayer isa 
plain duty, and a mark of faith, per- 
mit me, Messrs. Editors, thro’ your 
paper, to urge your readers, & par- 
ticularly professing christians to this 
duty. ‘This isone mark of the pray- 
er of faith. Therefore, “pray al- 
ways;” “pray without ceasing ;” 
persevere in prayer until you obtain 
the blessing, or your mouths be clo- 
sed in death. What thou gh you may 
not see your prayers for Zion’s pros- 
perity answered during your life, yet 
believe God; believe that your pray- 
ers for this object will be answered ; 
believe that the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigns; that he 
prayer, and that the earth shall be 
filled with the knowledge of the glo- 
ry of the Lord. Yield not to dis- 
couragements, but be strong in faith, 
and thus give glory to God. This 
is our dui ty, and this is our pri- 
vilege. 
such short sizhted creatures as we 
are, to suppose our prayers are ineffi- 
cacious, & therefore abandon them, 
becausé we do not immediately see 
their fruits, or because we do not 
immediately receive the identical 
blessing. No, it is our province to 
persevere in prayer ; to wait at wis- 
dom’s gate; to wait, not inactive 
and pri ayerless ; ; but to wait knock- 
ing, and praying, and begging for 
the desired bless: ng. 

It is evident from L. F’s creed, 
and also from his reply to Alpha, 
that his aim is to excite christians 

to immediate prayer, and to such 
perseverance and engagedness in 
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prayer as to prevail with God.— 
This is certainly a laudable object, 
and one which evinces the genuine 
spirit of christianity. His creed 
is also directly calculated to expose 
and condemn an opinien, certainly 
erroneous, yet embraced by many 
professing christians. The opinion 
to which [ refer, is this; “it will be 
useless to pray for any promised 
blessing, until the time appointed of 
the Father for the bestowing of this 
blessing, shall come.’? This is per- 
veriing a solid and comfortable 
truth to the support of unbelief, 
disobedi ence, and neglect of prayer. 
This is making the sospel a. pillow 
of carna i security. {t is not for us 
to know ihe times and the seasons 
which the Father hath put in his own 
power; but itis for us to do the 
will of God, and that will is to pray 
earnestly, and perseveringly, and 
believingly, for the outpouring of the 
Spirit, and for the extension of the 
principles and practices of christian- 
ity. We need entertain no appre- 
hension that we shall ask those 
blessings too soon to correspond 
with the fixed purposes of Jehovah. 
The means and the end are both a- 
hike under the controul and direc- 
tion of God. Therefore, wherever 
the means which God has appointed 
are diligently, faithfully, and perse- 
veringly used ; there we may be- 
lieve, and there i it is our dury to be- 
lieve, that God is about to bestow 
his blessing, and that he wiil be- 
stow it, in the best time, way, and 
manner, if his children persevere in 
prayer and duty. 

Here, faith in prayer is shown 
by perseverance, by wrestling con- 
tinually with God, and by saying 
with Jacob; “1 will not let thee go 
except thou biess me.’ This faith 
in prayer is the daily, and continu- 
ed duty of every individual, and 
particularly of every professing 
christian. No delays, no length of 
time, no discouraging appearances, 
can discharge any man from the 





On the beneficial effect of Sabbath Schools. 


duty of prayer, or from persevering 
in prayer until Jesus be crowned 
Lord of all. IL. N, 
> OGOne 
For the Utica Christian R tepository. 
Beneficial effect of Sabbath Schools, 


Extract of a letter from one brother to ano. 
ther, both residing in the Western Distrie 
of the state of New-York, in answer {o, 
request that he would communicate the oe. 


So 


casion of his first serious impressions. 

A , Jan, 21, 1822, 
*“DEAR BROTHER, 

«The first serious impressions on 
my mind, were occasioned by a re- 
| proof from my little son* for profan. 
ity. I sent him to the Sabbath 
school, not because it was a religi- 
ous institution, but because it Wasa 
| source of instruction tohim. When 
| he returned [ questioned him, and 
answered his questions, as 1] did no} 
| attend public worship. In the course 
of the conversation, I told him that 
such as were guilty of wickedness 
would go to hell; among other vices 
that subjected persons to punish- 
ment, I mentioned profanity. About 
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something seemed to dwell on his 
mind, He said; Father, did yo not 
say that folks w he swore must go to 
hell? Yes, was my answer. He 

plied; Father, I have heard i 
swear. This troubled me much, and 
I resolved that he never should hear 
me swear again. I however had no 
thought of renouncing the practice 
except in his presence, and so close- 
ly did I guard my tongue that it was 
nearly two months before he a 
me use any profane language. } then 
broke out as usual, and ‘uttered some 
profane expressions. 1 saw him, but 
it was too late. He said nothing, 
but his mind seemed to labor. This 
was a little past tw relve o’clock.— 
Karly in the evening, I asked John 
if it was not time for him to go te 
bed. Efe did not go. At length I told 
| him to come to me and be undressed 
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* About seven years of age, 


one hour afterwards 1 observed that. 
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He came, and soon began to weep. 
J asked him the reason, and bade 
him tell me. Father, he replied, 

ou said that folks who swore must 
go to hell, and I do not want you to 
go there. Judge then of my feelings. 
Jt was enough to make the stones 
cry out. Still I was that hardened 
wretch, (although at the time 1 was 
obliged to retire, and give vent to 
my feelings) that I tried to drive 
every thing like conviction far from 
me; and when the Spirit of God was 
striving with me, I actually called 
in the aid of spirituous liquor to calm 
my troubled mind. But I have now 
some reason to hope that God, ac- 
cording to the riches of his grace, 
has had mercy on my soul. My con- 
stant prayer is, that I may be faith- 
ful unto death.”’ 


For the Utica Christian Repository. 

ON REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 

NO. IX. 

In the last number some topics of 
reflection - were suggested, to show 
the importance of a revival of reli- 
gion in every church to its members 
as individuals. I would now ob- 
serve, 

Ii. Let the members of the 
church consider the great impor- 
tance of a revival to the church to 
which they belong. 

1. Let them consider how much 
its present peace depends upon it. 
When there is a revival in achurch, 
and all its members are in the lively 
exercise of the christian graces, all 
is harmony and peace. ‘They are 
of one heart andof onesoul. Little 
differences of opinion that may exist, 
occasion no discordant feelings.— 
They can bear with each other’s in- | 
firmities, and yield to each other’s | 
wishes. The glow of christian feel- | 
ing, which then animates their bo- 
soms, binds them to each other with | 
indissoluble ties. No root of bitter- | 
ness can spring up to trouble them. 
No assults from without can disturb 
their harmony. For the spirit that | 

Mm 
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was in Christ animates the whole 
mass. But, let religion decay, let _ 
a state of coldness succeed, let the 
lively exercise of the christian gra- 
ces give place to the spirit of the 
world, and the church becomes a 
divided and distracted body. And 
it is very natural that it should beso. 
As the spirit of God withdraws, an- 
other spirit takes possession. When 
the glory of God ceases to be the 
prominent object of regard, other 
objects, ofa very different nature,are 
set up in its place. One man urges 
upon ethers his own favorite views 
of truth and duty, not so much be- 
cause they are right, as because they 
are his, and thinks that all dissent 
from them is highly criminal. An- 
other thinks those views are wrong, 
and that opposition to them is a 
duty. And each censures the oth- 
er tor his conduct. One man-thiaks 
it belongs to him to be a leader in 
the church, and that others do not 
pay him the honor that is due. A- 
nother thinks he takes too much up- 
on himself, and ought to be kept 
down. One thinks that his brother 
has treated him with slight, and 
that a proper self-respect calls up- 
on him to resent the affront. The 
other thinks that his brother’s con- 
duct merited such treatment, and 
feels justified in extending it a lit- 
tle further. One thinks that his 
brother has wronged him in his prop- 
erty, and that a little retaliation 
would teach him better. The other 
thinks the wrong is wholly on the 
opposite side, and retaliates again. 
One thinks his brother has done 
him wrong, and tells him his fault. 
But he does it ina manner and with 
a spirit which is calculated to pro- 
voke rather than to conciliate ; and 
the offender is made worse. An- 
other thinks his brother has done 
him wrong; but thinks a reproof 
would do no good, and broods over 
the injury ia sullen silence. An- 
other who has received an injury, 
says nothing to his offending broth- 
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er, but tells the fault to others, and || even by the excision of an offender, 


the 7 to others, perhaps with 
a little colouring, till the whole 
en is filled with scandal. 
Difficulties thus take their rise, and 
increase by gradual accessions, till 
the church is divided into parties, 
and rent with animosities and mu- 
tual jealousies, and made a taunt, 
and a reproach, and a proverb, in the 
mouths of its enemies. Is this a 
picture of fancy? Have we no sad 
examples of itin real life? And is 
it not the natural result of that 
state of coldness and stupidity inio 
which a church sinks down, after a 
revival ceases? And what church 
can promise itself an exemption 
from such a result, when it has once 
begun to backslide? If any have 
not yet reached such a point in their 
downward course, I venture to say, 
that if they have grieved away the 
Holy Spirit, and lost the lively exer- 
cise of the christian graces, they are 
rapidly verging towards it. No 
earthly power can arrest their pro- 
gress, unless they will awake, and 
repent, and turn to God. Nothing 
but arevival of religion in the church 
can prevent its being thus torn in 
pieces. 

2. Let them consider how neces- 
sary is a revival in the church, to 
prepare them to maintain the disci- 
pline of the gospel. What has been 
said under the last particular, will 
throw light upon this. In such a 
state of things as is there described, 
cases of discipline are multiplied, 
while the power and the disposition 
toattend to them are greatly dimin- 
ished. Howcan discipline be main- 
tained, when the church is divided 
into parties? How can the disci- 
pline of the gospel be administered, 
without the spirit of meekness and 
brotherly love? How can an offen- 
der be brought to the exercise of a 
proper temper, Without the exercise 
of a proper temper towards him? 
The reproach of the grossest offences 
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will not be wiped off from a church, | 


| while there is any room for that act 


to be ascribed to improper motives. 
Hence all attempts to maintain the 
discipline of the church, in such cir- 
cumstances, usually fail of success, 
And churches which have made the 
experiment, usually become discour- 
aged, and suffer offences to pass 
without notice. Let me not be 
thought to advocate the neglect of 
discipline in the churches. Its neg- 
lect is exceedingly criminal, and 
highly offensive to God. Nochurch 
can prosper without discipline. It 
must be maintained. And in order 
to maintain it, the church must a- 
wake from their slumbers, and be a- 
live to the honor of God and the 
welfare of souls. 

§. Let them consider how neces- 
sary is a revival in the church, to 
prepare them to maintain the ordi- 
nances of the gospel. On the church 
it depends whether the ordinances 
of the gospel shall be maintained.— 
It is not to be expected that others 
should feel much solicitude on the 
subject. When the church are ‘n- 
different, it is to be expected that 
others will beso. Or if the church 
are indifferent, and the maintenance 
of religious institutions is committed 
to other hands, it is scarcely to be 
expected that they will be maintain- 
ed in their purity. Men of the 
world do not love the gospel of 
Christ. Let the maintenance of re- 
ligious institutions be committed to 
their hands, and they will very soon 
be corruputed. The church usually 
make up but a small part of the 
population in any place. ‘Their in- 
fluence depends very much on their 
union, and their consistency of char- 
acter. Let their influence be di- 
minished by disunion, let it be 
weakened by a depression of the 
christian character, and let their dis- 
position to exert what there is be 
enfcebled by the decay of religion 
in their hearts, and what efficiency 
will they exert for the maintenance 
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of gospel ordinances? In view of 
these things, it is easy to account 
for the fact, that the support of the 
gospel so often fails, and that so ma- 
ny churches are destitute. When 
we look at their numbers and their 
wealth, we see no reason why the 
are not supplied ; but when we lack 
into their internal state, and ascer- 
tain the feelings of their hearts, we 
see reasons enough to account for it. 
Let such a church experience a re- 
vival of religion, let them be united 
in their views and feelings, and let 
them feel the importance of gospel 
institutions, and the support of them 
will be easy. 

4. Let them consider how neces- 
sary is a revival in the church, to 
increase its efficiency in promoting 
the order and happiness of society. 
It is te the influence of the gospel 
we are indebted for all the blessings 
of civilized life. Where this is felt, 
good order, and good morals, and in- 
tellectual improvement prevail, ac- 
companied by all the charities of so- 
cial life. Where this is wanting, 
there vice, and immorality, and ig- 
norance, and superstition, reign; and 
“the dark places of the earth are 
full of the habitations of cruelty.” 
And in proportion as the influence 
of the gospel is felt in any place, in 
the same proportion is vice restrain- 
ed, and the good order and happi- 
ness of society promoted. A single 
consistent christian is like a light 
placed upon an eminence, which 
shoots its beams far into the surroun- 
ding darkness. The wicked see it, 
and are abashed. Like those fero- 
cious beasts which prowl in dark- 
ness, they fear to approach. Let 
religion be in lively exercise in 
a church, !et all its members main- 
tain a consistent character, and they 
exert a mighty influence. But let 
them lose their christian character, 
and put out their light, and the ef- 
fect is most disastrous. ‘Thenthe 
enemy comes in like a flood. ‘Then 
iniquity abounds. Then evil men- 
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and seducers wax worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived — 
Such has been the influence of a re- 
vival, and such the influence ofa 
subsequent declension, in every in- 
stance,to a greater or less degree. Is 
it most desirable that vice and im- 
morality should be restrained, and 
the good order and happiness of so- 
ciety promoted? Then it is of 
great importance that there should 
be a revival of religion, to increase 
the strength and efficiency of the 
church, and to add to their numbers 
and their influence. 

5. Let them consider how neces- 
sary is a revival, in order to perpet- 
uate the existence of the church, 
and prevent its becoming extinct. 
Is there nothing painful in the tho’t, 
that the church to which we be- 
long shall cease tobe? Can we look 
te upon all the privileges we have 
enjoyed in it, and all the sweets of 
christian intercourse—Can we call 
to mind the prayers we have min- 
gled together before the throne of 
grace, and the delights of christian 
communion at the table of our com- 
mon Lord Can we remember 
when we have taken sweet counsel 
together, and walked to the house 
of God in company—And can we 
look forward to the time when these 
privileges shall here be enjoyed no 
more, & these precious seasons be no 
more known—Can we anticipate 
the time when this communion table 
shall be removed, and this sanctua- 
ry of God shut up—Can we con- 
template the time when this vine 
which the Lord’s right hand hath 
planted, and which he has often 
watered with the dews of heaven, 
and which we have seen so fair and 
flourishing, shall droop and die, and 
this beautiful heritage of God lie 
waste—Can we anticipate all this 
without emotion? But let no revi- 
val of religion take place, and how 
long will it be, before all this is re- 
alized ? What inroads has death 
made upon the church already !-— 





x 
a 
bre 


seniilllienttenintiitiais 








284 


Our fathers, where are they ? and 
the pillars of the church, have they 
not fallen? The companions of 
our youth, those with whom we as- 
sociated, when first we knew the 
Lord—how many of their places are 
mow vacant. We shall go to them, 
but they wil! not return to us. And 
let afew more vears passaway with- 
euca revival, and none arise to build 
the wa!'s ef this Zion, and the place 
that ence knew her shall know her 
no more torever. Do our hearts re- 
spend, Oh that this church might 
five! Oh that it might arise and 
shine! Let us awake, then, before 
it is tuv late. 
A Friend to Revivals. 


—— 2 Gene 


For the Utica Christian Repository. 
CGN& CATIONAL CHURCHES. 
That all the real disciples of Je- 
sus Chrisi, ought to be united in 


sentiment and practice, and to be of 


one heart and of one sou}, will be 
doubted by none, who believe the 
scriptures to be given by alvine in- 
spiration, ard wish well to the pros 

perity of Zion. ‘Their existence un- 
der different names and forms of the 
christian religion, and their attach. 
ment to different communions, 3s an 
evil to be lamented, and one which 
every benevolent mind wishes to 
see done away. The late union of 
the Congregstional and Presbyterian 
churches in the Western District, 
under one general form of govern- 
ment and into one ecclesiastical bo- 
dy, upon terms of mutual conde- 
descension and accommodation, it 
was thought would recommend it- 
self to every candid and rational 
mind, and be hailed as a token for 


good, by every one, who discerns the | 


signs of the times, and is expecting 
the approach of the millennium.— 
When this union was formed in the 
county of Oneida, there was a very 
great degree of harmony and una- 
nimity, among the members of the 
churches which acceded to the terms 


offered by the presbytery. Some 
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division and strife have since arisen 
in two or three of the churches ; bit 
it is hoped that a candid investiga- 
tion of the subject will tend to re- 
move them, oul produce that union 
which ought to subsist among breth- 
ren. The reasons that the Presby- 
terian and Congregational churches 
in this county should be united are 
obvious. 

1. The Congregational churches 
make a sacrifice of no principle and 
lose no privilege by acceding to the 
union. They retain their own form, 
exercise their own internal govern- 
ment, and manage all their concerns, 


just according to their own peculiar | 


views and inclinations. In cases of 
difficulty, which cannot be settled 
among themselves, either of the par- 
ties has a right to appeal to presby- 
tery, and their decision is final. The 
right of complaint in the association 
was the same thing essentially, and 
the decision of that body as conclu- 
sive and as binding. ‘Their privi- 
ieges, however, under gh die: 
are much the best. ‘Their records 
must now be kept with care and ac- 
curacy ; and the case of discipline 
which cannot be settled by the 
brethren, may be carried from the 
church to the presbytery with much 
less trouble and expense than to call 
a council, or to have a committee of 
the association to decide. These 
come on to the ground and go intoa 
hearing of the case before a public as- 
sembly, and then deliver their result. 
Much time is unavoidably spent, 
many things are said and done in the 
course of the trial, which open afresh 
the wound which has been made, 
and the evil passions and unhappy 
feelings are strengthened and inyl- 
gorated by the investigation. 
2. The difference between the con- 
regational & presbyterian churches 
is so small, that it is with no propri- 
ety they are called distinct denom- 
inations. In practice the distinc- 
tion is not kept up. Members are 
dismissed from the congregational 
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churches, and recommended to the 
resbyterian churches, and received, 
and no questions asked about their 
eculiar sentiments upon the mode 
of discipline, and vice versa. A 
resbyterian minister goes from the 
uth to-the north and settles in a 
congregational church and conforms 
to their practice, and vice versa. In 
every office and service of religion 
they have no hesitation to unite.— 
This is as it should be, and so it has 
heen from the earliest settlement of 
the country. The following extract 
isfrom Dr. Increase Mather, of Bos- 
ton, Who wrote it in the year 1719. 


@« We look upon the Reforming Pres- 


byterians as our dear brethren : A- 
mong whom we have in particular a 
most brotherly affection for those in 
Scotland. When any come from 
thence furnished with testimonies of 
their good conversation in Christ, 
they are as welcome to our commu- 
nion aS any members of our own 
churches. When the persons of 
both persuasions in London became 
united brethren, the tidings thereof 
were highly acceptable to the chur- 
ches of New-England, in which they 
areever so.” ‘The first settlers of 
Connecticut were divided into pres- 
byterians and congregationalists :— 
and their platform, composed and a- 
dopted by delegates from the seve- 
ral counties in the state, convened 
at Saybrook, Sept. 9, 1708, is a com- 
promise between the parties and a 
mixture of bota systems. Any per- 
son by reading it over may see, how 
each party had to condescend, and 
to yield something of their peculiar 
systems, to form one in which they 
could all be agreed. They behaved 
like christians ; and perhaps under 
all circumstances, they formed and 
adopted as good a system as was in 
their power. They declare their dif- 
ference of opinion, and at the same 
time, their determination to be uni- 
ted. “nd whereas divers are of 


| Opinion that there is also the office 
of ruling elders who labor not in | 
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word and doctrine, and others think 
otherwise: we agree that this differ- 
ence make no breach among us.’ 

8. The unavoidable mixture of 
presbyterian & congregational mem- 
bers in the churches once under the 
care of the Association, renders 
it highly proper and expedient that 
they should be united under one 
general form of government. Mem- 
bers from the Dutch Reformed and 
the presbyterian churches remove 
and settle within our bounds and re- 
quest to be received to the commun- 
ion of the congregational churches, 
Numbers and strength are always 
desirable, and they are received 
with approbation and cordiality— 
Some of the ablest, most exemplary 
and useful members have been ad- 
ded to the congregational churches 
in this way: but they had to prac- 
tise some self-denial, and to make a 
sacrifice of some principle in form- 
ing this connection. ‘They prefer 
the presbyterian mode of govern- 
ment in all its forms; but do not 
feel willing to break fellowship, or 
to disturb the peace of the church on 
a subject of this nature. Their feel- 
ings are gratified with a partial con- 
nection with presbytery. A name 
they have been accustomed to ven- 
erate, and under whose jurisdiction 
they wish to be placed. Besides, 
numbers in the congregational chur- 
ches have become presbyterians in 
sentiment by investigating the sub- 
ject. In some, there is a majority ; 
in others large minorities, and in all, 
more or less. Ought there not to be 
a spirit of condescension among the 
congregational brethren, and to in- 
dulge their presbyterian members 
with a connection with that body to 
which they are attached? Is there 
any thing unreasonable in this ; see- 
ing the congregational churches 
must, from their small number and 
local situation, be confined to nar- 
row limits and much circumscribed 
in their influence in this part of the 
country? 
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4, The situation of the chirches 
in this county, requires that they 
should be united. They are placed 
side by side in the same vicinity, 
and of. necessity must have inter- 
course and communion one with 
another: The Oneida Presbytery 
now contains all the ministers in the 
county except two, and these are 
expected soon to unite; the Asso- 
ciation about to be formed (for that 
body cannot be said to exist in 
its constitutional form) will have 
none. The prospect that the con 
gregational interest will rise and 
prosper, is small indeed. They can- 
not settle a minister, or ordain a 
candidate, or call a council without 
calling in the members of the pres- 
bytery, unless they send a distance. 
This body is numerous, & has wth- 
in its bounds, men, held in igh es- 
timation for piety, learning and ta- 
lents: men that will have weight 
and influence in directing the nublic 
opinion, and in managing ie con- 
cerns of the churches. Should a 
congregational church call aud set- 
tle a minister, he must become a 
meinber of presbytery: for there is 
no other body of clergynien to which 
he cho be attached: and if he is 
qualified for his station, he will not 
presume to sta nd alone. In the mi- 
nistry especially, two are better than 
one. because they have a good re- 
ward for their labor; for if they fall 
the one will lift up his fellow: but 
woe to him that 1s alone when he 
falleth: for he hath none to help him 
up. And if one prevail against him, 
two shall withstand him, & a three- 
fold cord is not easily broken. 


PRESBERTEES. 


For the Utica Christian Repository, 
Expenditures of the Jews for the 
supp rt of Religion. 

It is hig'ly interesting to us, who 
live in a day when the church is ap- 
parently returning to her former lib- 
eral contributions for the spread of 
the gospel, to know what was actu- 
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ally required by God himself of jc 
people in former times. A roper 
knowledge of this subject will re. 
move many of the objections which 
are now thrown in the way, when 
large demands of money and time 
are made of men for religious pur- 
poses, and will convince us, that we 
are yét on the threshold of religious 
expenditures, 


The expenses of the Jews may be | 
considered as it respects their time, 


and their property. 

1, God required his people to de- 
vote much time to religious purposes, 
It is generally known and adinitted, 
that God actually required men to set 


apart one seventh part of their time | 


as holy, in which uo servile work is 
to be performed. Many, however, 
very tenaciously appropriate the re- 
maining six days to worldly purpo- 
ses, and some seem almost to con- 
sider it sinful to spend any part of 
one or more of them in social wor- 
ship. But the fact that God did re- 
quire his people, under the former 
dispensation, to devote much time 
pesides the Sabbath, to holy convo- 
cations, and for other religious pur- 
poses, is suflicient to justify those, 
who, in times of revivals, and on 
oiher extraordinary occasions, do 
leave their fields and shops to attend 
religious meetings. 

‘Three times a year all the males 
of the Israelites were required to ap- 
pear before the Lord at his taberna- 
cle or temple. If we consider that 
some of the men had the infirmities 
of age, and some the feeblenes of 
youth upon them, that horses were 
not allowed, and carriages not in 
use, and, that some accounts in the 
Old Testament represent the dis- 
tances which they travelled in a day 
as being short, we must, I think, al- 
low the people, on an average, two 
days, to go to the house of God, and 
the same number to return; which 
makes twelve days occupied on the 
road in attending the three great 
feasts. One of the feasts was held 
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seven days, another two, and a third || were killed, the firstlings amounted 


eight; in the whole seventeen, which 
aided to the above, make twenty- 
nine, beside the time which was 
epent to carry their offerings to Je- 
rusalem at the purification of a wo- 
man at a child-birth, or when people | 
were healed of leprosy, committed 
sins of ignorance, or sins more know- 
ingly, and to pay their vows. From | 
ahasty estimate it would seem that | 
as much as one tenth part of the time | 
of the men, was required in attend- 
ing upon the feasts, and at other re- | 
lesious performances at Jerusalem. | 
Qn the seventh year, which was | 
called the sabbatical year, but little 
| 
| 
| 





business was done, because they 
were required to let their land en- 
joy its rest. ‘The fiftieth year, or 
the year of Jubilee, appears also to 
have been a year of rest. 

2. God required the Israelites to 
expend much property to promote 
his cause. It will be readily admit- 
ted that he required one tenth of the 
increase of the field and of the flock. 
very tenth bushel of grain, which 
was raised in the land, and every 
tenth of the offspring of their flocks, 
was, when it had arrived to maturi- 
ty, the Lord’s. By another law, 
‘Deut. 14, 22-29) the Jews were 
required to devote to religious pur- 
poses, a second tenth of their fields. 
The first tenth was all annually giv- 
nto the Levites, but the second 
was eaten by him who raised it for 
two years at the place to which the 
nation repaired for worship, and on | 
the third year it was consumed at. 
home by him in company with the 
Levite, the stranger, the widow and 
the fatherless. 

The first/ingss constituted another 
item in their religious expenditures. 
The Lord laid a special claim upon 
the first born male of man or beast 
wshis. The first calf, lamb, or kid, 
fa male kind, which an Israelite 
had, he was required to sacrifice. — 
lf their cows, sheep and goats bore 
on average five times before they 
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to about one fifth of their increase; 
but if they bore a greater or a less 
number of times, the proportion va- 
ried. The first male child, and the 
firstling of an ass, were redeemed, 
with an animal in their stead, which 
was likewise offered to the Lord. 

The first fruits of the trees and 
of the grain were consecrated to re- 
ligious purposes. ‘These embraced 
the fruit which a tree bore its fourth 
year, (that which it bore before he- 
ing not éaien) the fruit of the tree, 
which bore the earliest in an orchard, 
the first fruit of the best of the oil, 
of the best of the wine, and of the 
best of the wheat. 

In addition there were extraor- 
dinary offerings. At the birth of 
each child a lamb one year old was 
to be offered, or, if the parents were 
poor, two doves. ‘The same was 
required for a trespass offering, and 
for a mistake in holy things ; and at 
the numbering of the nation there 
must be paid for each member of a 
family, a half shekel, (about twenty- 
five cents.) Vows were also lawful 
and enccuraged. 

Add together the first tenth of the 
field and of the flock, the second 
tithe of the land, the firstlings, the 
first fruits and the offerings, and the 
amount of property bestowed, will, 
I think, arise to at least three tenths 
of their income, over and above the 
large expenditures made for the be- 
nefit of the poor, and besides the 
time before mentioned appropriated 
to the service of the Lerd. 

Notwithstanding so much was re- 
quired of the people, Paul declares, 
that a Jew had much advantage ev- 
ery way above other people. That 
people flourished almost beyond ex- 
ample. From a hasty calculation [ 
should judge that their population 
was ten times as dense as any por- 
tion of territory of its size in the 
Union. The costly temple shows 
that they were rich. ‘The secret of 
their prosperity is, the Lord prosper- 
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ed them in proportion as they hon- 
ored him. They “gave bountifully,” 
and they reapt “ bountifully.”? They 
might have been blessed still more 
than they were had it not been for 
their robbing the Lord, for which he 
sent “ drought, hail, & mildew,” up- 
on their lands, so that sometimes they 
“sowed much and brought in little,” 
and what they earned was frequent- 
ly ‘ put into a bag with holes.’ (Hag- 
gai and Malachi.) I believe that the 
same immutable God reigns now 
who did then, that he is equally near, 
and equally ready to bless in their 
«basket and store,’ those who ob- 

serve his requirements. 

HEMERA. 
-»> G@@e~ 
For the Utica Christian Repository, 
ON THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF BELIEVERS. 
(Continued from page 252.) 

The other difficulties [ stated in 
my former inquiries, were, its being 
said that believers are clothed with 
the robes of Christ’s righteousness, 
iis being said that the righteousness 
of Christ is imputed to them, and 
that he took their law place. Silva- 
nus has endeavoured to justify these 
modes of expression. But I must 
confess that my difficulties on these 
points have not been in any degree 
removed by what he has said. One 
thing appears certain. As these ex- 
pressions are very often used, they 
convey ameaning which Silvanusde- 
cidedly disapproves. I have heard 
it said of Christ, “ He was treated 
as a criminal and he was a criminal ; 
for our sins were imputed te him.” 
And my inference would be, “ be- 
leivers are treated as righteous, and 
they are righteous; for Christ’s righ- 
teousness is imputed to them.”— 
Such a sense of the terms, { think 
Silvanus would decidedly disap- 
prove; for he says, “ if the doc- 
trine of atonement be so interpre- 
ted as to make Christ an actual sin- 
ner, and an ill-deserving charac- 
ter ; or so as to make sinners cease 
to be ill-deserving, this is a dread- 
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ful perversion of the doctrine. 
That multitudes do make such 4! 
statement of the doctrine as iney. 
itably leads to this, Silvanus can. 
not be ignorant. And [ very much 
fear, that what Silvanus has saiq 
will serve to confirm them in their 
views. 1 do not yet see how | 
can adopt the premises and the rea. 
soning of Silvanus, and follow it in- 
to its legitimate consequences, with- 
out such a result. Silvanus indeed 
fears that my zeal to oppose sucha 
perversion has led me into an op- 
posite extreme. And he thinks, ifit 
is understood that Christ did notso 
take the place of sinners as to be- 
come himself sinful & ill-deserving, 
there is no danger. Now, I do not 
know that any would venture to say, 
in so many words, that their views 
of the subject do make Christ an 
actual sinner. And so, according 
to Silvanus, they must conclude 
that their views are attended with 
no danger. But yet, I think [ see 
great danger attending them. | 
think they have led some of my ac- 
quaintance into the belief of univer: 
sal salvation ; and others into the 
belief of a limited atonement, and 
both into more or less of Antinomi- 
anism. And when I see so good a 
man as Silvanus appears to be,adop- 
ting the same premises and reason- 
ing in the same way that I am ac- 
customed to hear Universalists and 
Antinomians do, | tremble for the 
consequences. He does not, indeed, 
pursue his reasoning to the same 
conclusions with them ; but it seems 
to me that he must, if he would car- 
ry it out into all its consequences. 
They both say, that our sins were 
imputed to Christ, and his righteous- 
ness is imputed tous. They both 
say, that Christ took our law place, 
obeyed its precept and suffered its 
| penalty for us. ‘They both agree, 
| that all those for, whom Christ obey- 
'ed and suffered. must be saved, oF 
| injustice willbe done. Hence, some 
| of them believe he did this for only 
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a part of mankind, and others be- 
j eve that all men wil! be saved.— 
Silvanus will indeed say, that none 
can be made partakers of the bene- 
fits of Christ’s death, without be- 
lieving in him. But they will both 
say to him, what Christ has done 
has secured the gift of faith to all 
those for whom he died, as well as 
every other blessing. And I see 
not how this conclusion can be avoi- 
ded, if it is once admitted that Christ 
did take their law place, obeyed the 
law for them, and suffered its pen- 
alty for them. I see not how the 
law, which has been satisfied for 
them twice over, first by obedience, 
and then by suffering, can have any 
further demand, or pronounce any 
condemnaticn. Iam afraid to ad- 
mit premises which lead to conclu- 
sions so manifestly contrary to the 
word of God, & so dangerous to the 
souls of men. 

As to believers being clothed with 
the robes of Christ’s righteousness, 
I should perhaps have less difficulty, 
if it could be shown that the right- 
eousness of Christ is indeed imputed 
to them ; theugh, even in that case, 
the propriety of the figure would de- 
pend very much on the meaning at- 
tached to the word impute. I wish 
Silvanus to inform me more expli- 
citly, what he understands by the 
imputation of Christ’s righteousness 
to believers. Does he mean, that 
the righteousness itself is reckoned 
theirs ? Or, does he mean, that, 
for the sake of it, they are treated, 
in some respects, as if they were 
righteous? He tells us that, by the 
righteousness of Christ, he means, 
“all that Christ both did and suffer- 
ed, to pave the way for our recon- 
tiliation to God.?? Now does he 
mean, that we are reckoned to have 
done and suffered all that Christ 
both did and suffered? Or, does 
he mean, that for the sake of what 
Clirist has done and suffered, we are 
treated in a different manner from 
What we could be treated, had — 
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not done and suffered this? Ifhe 
means the latter, I believe so too: 
and my difficulty with it would be 
the propriety of calling this the im- 
putation of Christ’s righteousness to 
us. 

In my former inquiries I asked 
for the scripture proof that the right- 
eousness of Christ is imputed to be- 
lievers. Silvanus has furnished no 
passages of scripture in which that is 
said ; which amounts to a confession. 
that nosuch can be found. He thinks, 
however, that he has established the 
point by anumber of quotations from 
scripture, which although they do 
not say that, in express terms, he 
thinks cannot mean any thing else. 
I have examined the passages he 
quotes, and consulted some com- 
mentators and lexicons; and from 
all the light I can obtain, it still 
appears to me that these passages 
can mean something else. And 
from what attention, I have been a- 
ble to pay to his argument, f am not 
convinced but that they do mean 
something else. 

Silvanus first endeavours to show, 
that the provision which God has 
made for the salvation of sinners is 
called the righteousness of Ged.— 
He then seems to take it for gran- 
ted, that because Christ is God, the 
righteousness of God means the 
righteousness of Christ. But he 
sometimes seems to speak of the 
righteousness of God and the right- 
eousness of Christ as distinct things, 
and sometimes as the same thing.— 
If they are the same thing what is 
the proof? Again, if they are the 
same thing, and do mean the provis- 
ion which God has made for the sal- 
vation of sinners, where is the pro- 
priety of saying that this provision 
is imputed to us? Is what God 
has done for our salvation reckoned 
or accounted as what we have done? 
Is the provision itself imputed to 
us? or is the benefit of it granted to 
us? 


With respect to the texts which4il- 
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vanus quotes, in which the word 
righteousness occurs, I wish to 
make a few remarks. Silvanus 
thinks the word is used in these texts 
in a sense different from its prima- 
ry meaning of mora/ rectitude. I 
think so too. But the question is, 
whether it isused in the sense which 
Silvanus ascribes to it. Of this, I 
am not convinced. It has long ap- 

eared to me merely from reading 
the English Bible, that the worc 
righteousness was often used as sy- 
nonymous with the word justifica- 
tion. Onexamining some commenta- 
tors and lexicons, I find this opinion 
confirmed. Good men, in the scrip- 
tures, are termed righteous. This 
cannot mean that they have kept the 
Jaw with perfect moral rectitude. — 
No man hasdone that. "What does 
it mean? Some say, they are so 
called because their sins being impu- 
ted to Christ, and his righteousness 
being imputed to them, they are no 
longer accounted sinners. But I 
find them still spoken of as subjects 
of grace, which could not be, unless 
they are still accounted as sinners. 
On looking into the originals, I find 
the words translated righteous and 
justified, righteousness and jastifica- 
tion, are all from a common root.— 
The Hebrew word tsaddik usually 
renderd in the old testament a 
righteous man, Parkhurst defines, a 
justified person ; and he ascribes the 
same meaning to the Greek word 
dikaios,in the new testament. The 
word justification, I believe, does 
not occur in the English translation 
of the old testament ; but the word 
righteousness —o often to have 
that meaning. In the new testa- 
ment, I find the word dikaioma 
rendered both righteousness and jus- 
tification. See Rom. 5. 16, 18.— 
The word dikaiosune is usually 
(perhaps always) rendered right- 
sousness ; but in many places I think 
justification would be a better ren- 
dering. Schleusner confirms this 
4pitron by giving, as one of its mean- 


ings, favor Dei, immunitas a pecca. 
torum penis; the favor of God, 
freedom from the punishment of sins, 
Silvanus thinks it sometimes means, 
the provision which God has madg 
for the salvation of sinners ; I should 
rather say, it means God’s method 
of saving sinners. Schleusner gives, 
as one of its meanings, ratio per- 
veniendi ad favorem Dei et remis- 
sionem peccatorum ; the method of 
attaining to the favour of God and 
the remission of sins. Parkhurst 
and others ascribe the same meat- 
ing to it. 

Now I will apply this to the texts 
which Silvanus has quoted. And 
the reader is requested to compare 
the English translation of the places 


referred to, with my paraphrase, | 


and with the context, and judge 
for himself, whether the meaning | 
ascribe to them does not appear to 
be the true one. Rom. 3. 21, 22, 
But now God’s method of justifying 
sinners, in a way different from jus- 
tifying them by the deeds of the lav, 
is manifested, being witnessed by 
the law of Moses and by the proph- 
ets ; even God’s method of justify- 
ing sinners, which is by faith in Je- 
sus Christ, unto all and upon all 
them that believe,without distinction 
of Jew or Gentile. Dan. 9. 24, “ To 
bring in everlasting righteousness ;” 
to bring in everlasting justification. 
Rom. 5. 17, “The gift of righteous- 
ness ;” the gift of justification. 21, 
That as sin hath reigned unto 
death, even so might grace reign 
through justification to eternal life, 
by Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. 10. 


3—6. For they being ignorant of | 


God’s method of justification, and 
going about to establish their own 
method of justification, have not sub- 
mitted themselves to God’s method 
of justification. For Christ is the 
end of the law for justification to ev- 
ery one that believeth. For Moses 
describeth the justification which 1s 
by the law, that the man which 


| doeth those things shall live by them. 
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fut the justification which is by 
faith speaketh on this wise, &c.— 
10. For with the heart man believ- 
eth unto justification. Phil. 3.9, And 
be found interested in Christ, not 
having mine own way of justification 
which is by the law, but that which 
is through faith in Christ, the way 
of justification which is of God 
through faith, Row. 1. 17, For 
therein is God’s method of justifying 
sinners by faith revealed to faith— 
Rom. 9. 30, 31, The Gentiles which 
followed not after justification have 
attained to justification, even the 
justification which is by faith. But 
Israel which followed after justifi- 
cation by the law, have not attain- 
ed to justification by the law. 

These are the texts which Silva- 
nus adduces to support his views. 
[ have thus paraphrased them mere- 
ly to show what I suppose the word 
rendered righteousness means, in 
these instances. Silvanus indeed 
thinksit means something else. He 
supposes, however, as well as I, 
that it is not to be understood in its 
primary meaning of moral rectitude. 
He says, of this word in one of the 
texts, and I suppose he means it, 
with respect to all, it “ cannot mean 
the essential righteousness of Jeho- 
vah; neither can it mean the per- 
sonal righteousness of the Redeemer. 
But it evidently points out a provis- 
ion made, that salvation might be 
obtained by such as in the eye of the 
law are without righteousness.” He 
thinks it means the provision made 
for their justification ; and I think 
it means their justification itself.— 
In support of my construction of it, 
Ihave the authority of some of the 
best lexicons, Can he give any 
such authority for his? 


AN INQUIRER. 
(To be continued.) 


fe 
Question—-Why should not the 


Gentiles give as much as the Jews 
for religious & charitable purposes ? 


A NARRATIVE, 

Of the state of Religion within the bounds 
of the Presbytery of Onondaga, for the 
last six months, adopted at their mee- 
ting at Orville, Sept. 5, 1822. 

The Committee appointed to report the state 
of religion within the b nds of the Presby- 


tery, beg leave to present the following, 
Viz :— 


It is gratifying that reports have 
been received from the greater part 
of the churches in our connection. 
Amidst all our desolation, the mer- 
cies of God have been multiplied a- 
mongus. His goodness is especial- 
ly to be recognized in the increas- 
ing efforts of the destitute churches, 
to obtain the regular and stated ad- 
ministration of the ordinances of the 
Gospel. Since our last stated mee- 
ting, the churches at Tiuaxton and 
Salina have received from the great 
Head of the Church, an ascension 
gift, in Pastors in whom they are 
happily united ; and enjoy the pros- 
pect of much good, yet to be recei- 
ved in this interesting connection. 
And the members of this body can- 
not fail to carry home with them a 
grateful recollection of the scene of 
yesterday, when a dear brother was 
installed over the church and con- 
gregation in this place.* This ad- 
dition to the number of pastors is to 
be. increased by the quiet establish- 
ment of another pastor in a sister 
church, where now the angel of 
peace has appeared, and rich expec- 
tations are muitiplying.t And the 
prospects of another destitute church 
are brightening, in which a spirit of 
conciliation has appeared, and where 
present efforts warrant the strong 
hope, that in a few months it will be 
published, that a stated and faithful 
pastor is with them t¢ 

From none of our churches is 
there brought up to this body, the 
rumor of war. ‘The churchesare in 
peace. Our whole body is fast re- 


*The Rev. Joel Bradley was installed Pastor 
of the church and congregation of Orville. 

+ Mr. Eleazer 8. Barrows is to be ordain- 
ed and installed Pastor of the first church and 
congregation in Pompey ,on Wednesday next, 


| the 11th instant. 4 Smithfield. 
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covering from the wounds inflicted 
by previous contests. And when 
our Divine Master permits us to tell 
of scars instead of wounds, we will 
thank God and take courage, and 
will awake to renewed activity and 
faithfulness. 

The numerous destitute churches 
need all the sympathy and aid which 
can be given them; and while it 1s 
wished that more energy and faith 
were found among them, we have 
just occasion to rejoice in their 
brightening prospects. 

Weare not allowed to record any 
great revival as now existing within 
our limits. Butthe Spirit has been 
given in his convincing and conver- 
ting influences, mm severel places ; 
particularly i in the second and third 
churches in Pompey. The num- 
ber, added to our churches has been 
considerable, a spirit of prayer 
seems to be increasing; a pleasing 
attention is given to public worship 
on the sabbath, and occasional reli- 
gious meetings. Hopes are enter- 
tained that a missionary spirit is in- 
creasing; and that the churches are 
awaking to a more efficient disci- 
ae ‘Sabbath schools & the distri- 

ution of Religious Tracts are gain- 
ing on the affections and attention of 
the churches. While the members 
are sensible of theexertions of the en- | 
emy, they seem also to be convinced 
that he must be met by the prayer of | 
faith, and put down by inereased fi- 
delity in the meek and persevering 
discharge of all christian duty. 

On the whole, the religious aspect | 
of our congregations is encouraging ; | 
the smiles of God upon us deserves | 
our most grateful acknowledge- | 
ments; we are under obligations to | 
awaken to great zeal ; and provided | 
the pastors, velders and deacons are | 
spiritually minded, sacredly devo- 
ted, dignified and prompt in the 
transaction of business, we may | 
safely reckon npon continual and 


increased prosperity, and that our | 
Zion will become powerful, a praise | He 


and a glory among mem 


in the spring of that year God saw fit to 
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REVIVAL IN GOSHEN, Con. 
From the Christian Spectator, 
The special operations of the Spirit oj 
God in this place may be said to have 
commenced the first part of June, 1820, 
To give a correct view of the manner in 
which this work begun, it will be neces. 
sary to mention some of the circumstan. 
ces which preceded, and which were 
made the means of preparing the way. 
Though there have been several sea. 
sons of partial refreshing, there had been 
no general revival in this place for abont 
twelve years previous to the spring of 
1820. During that period the church had 
béen on the whole in a declining state as 
te numbers, the additions not being suf- 
ficient to supply the vacancies occasion- 
ed by deathsand removals. For two or 
three years previous to the late work, 
the decline of the church, both in num- 
bers and graces, beeame more visible and 
rapid. Professors of religion became in 
several instances, greatly alienated from 
each other, & a spirit of jealousy seem- 
ed to prevail. In some cases members 
of the church were so at variance on ac: 
count of some trifling cause of disagree- 
ment, that they could not speak to each 
other, nor comfortably unite in religious 
duties. Many efforts were made to heal 
these wounds, but every labor of this 
kind seemed rather to increase the evil. 
The unbelieving world looked on this 
state of things with satisfaction, and felt 
encouraged in transgression. ‘The young 
| people particularly, manifested an unu- 
sual degree of levity, and the hands o! 
christian parents being weakened by mu- 
tual dissension, their children, to the 
great reproach of the cause, were often 
found mingled with the world in vain a- 
musements and sinful pleasures. 
This state of things remained until the 
commencement of the year 1820. Early 
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lay his hand heavily upon the chureh, 
and to shame her confidence in map.— 
Three leading members of it, who were 
also members of the standing chureh 
committee, and constituted a majority of 
that committee, and one of them a dea- 
con in the church, were suddenly remo- 
ved from the field of labor ; two by death, 
and the other by a paralytic stroke, 
which has since suspended his usefulness. 

The first two of these afflictive provi- 


|| dences, which occurred about the same 


time, seemed te rouse the church for 2 
moment, & led some to reflect that God 
| had a controversy with his people. But 
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the impression soon began to wear eff, 
when a third stroke of the rod followed, 
which seemed to take effect. A beloved 
deacon in the midst of his usefulness, who 
seemed to be a pillar in the church, and 
who possessed in a high degree, the con- 
fidence of all classes of people, was, by a 
distressing casualty, cut down and num- 
bered with the dead. At his funeral there 
appeared to be a humbling werk begun 
in the hearts of some of the children of 
Ged. They looked upon each other, and 
upon the church around them, and seem- 
ed to say, ** why sit we here until we 
die 2’ From this funeral which ocecur- 
red in the early part of June, we date 
the commencement of the revival. 

The day after the funeral, the pastor 
was called to leave his flocka few weeks 
to attend the meeting of the General 
Assoeiation of Connecticut. But he left 
them with a degree of confidence that 
God had begun a good work in the hearts 
of christians. Nothing material trans- 
pired during his absence. There is 
reason, however, to believe, from what 
has since come to light, that many 
during that time were led to arise and 
trim their lamps, and that a “ still small 
voice,’’ was bringing them to secret 
humiliation. When the pastor returned 
he found no visible demonstrations of a 
revival; still believing that God was at 
work among the people, he felt a de- 
sire to ascertain the truth. Accordingly 
alter public worshipon the Sabbath, the 
chureh was requested to tarry; and a 
proposal was made, that there should 
be a special church meeting held on the 
next day, for prayer and conlerence.---- 
The proposal was approved and the ap- 
poiatment made. The next day the con- 
ference room was filled at an early hour. 
Jt was judged that about two thirds of 
the church were there. An _ unusual 
appearance of interest and solemnity 
was remarked betore the exercise com- 
menced. A pastoral address was de- 
livered from the following words of Ne- 
hemiah, 2d chapter, and 17th verse :— 
“ Thea said Ll unto them, ye see the dis- 
tress we are in, how Jerusalem lieth 
waste and the gates thereof are burned 
with fire: come and let us build up the 
wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more 
areproach.” Before the meeting clos- 
ed, the evidences of the special pres- 
ence of God were unequivocal and im- 
pressive. At the close of the meeting 
the subject of a revival was brought dis- 
tiactly to view, and all those who felt 
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desirous to see the gracious work, and 
were willing to engage in it, were re- 
quested to signify it by rising from theiz 
seats. All but one arose. Many were 
melted into tears, and it is believed that 
many hearts were ready to say, ‘* Lerd 
what wilt thou have metodo.” ‘ Come 
and Jet us build up the wall of Jerusa- 
lem, that we be no more a reproach.”’ 
The meeting was dismissed, but the 
members could not separat., they took 
each other by the hand, and lingered a- 
bout the place. Some cases of aliena- 
tion which had baffled all buman, exer- 
tion, were that day effectually healed. 
Two brethren iv particular, were at 
that meeting, who had long been sepa- 
rated in their feelings, and whom the 
committee of the church had in vain en- 
deavoured to reconcile. On the way 
one of them passed by the house of the 
other.—When opposite the house he 
stopped, aud told his wife who was 
with him, that he could not goby. They 
went in and he made a humbie confes- 
sion to his brother in the presence of his 
family, and asked forgiveness. This 
moved the heart of the other, and he in 
his turn confessed and begged foryive- 
ness. Jt was a melting season, and the 
reconciliation appeared to be cordial.— 
Ou the whoie that Monday was a mem- 
orable day in this place, and will not 
soon be forgotten by those who were 
present. The meeting which commen- 
ced that day has been kept up regularly 
on Mouday of every week ti!! the pres- 
ent time. Before the members separa- 
ted, it was proposed that one of the 
brethren should accompany the pastor 
in a series of pastoral visits ; and that no 
time might be lost, it was agreed to be- 
gin the next day at one extremity of the 
town, and pursue a regular progress thro’ 
the society, as God should give strength 
and opportunity. Accordingly the next 
day the labor was begun. But here a 
great trial of faith was presented. When 
the labourers entered the field, it was a 
valley of dry bones. Nothing was seen 
to encourage them; no spirit of anxiety, 
or even of inguiry appeared among the 
impenitent. Not a single instance of 
particular awakening could be found or 
heard of. In some families which were 
first visited, it was with difficulty that 
the subject of religion could be introdu- 
ced. The day was spent without any 
encouragement. In the evening a meet- 
ing was attended at the school house in 
the neighborhood. A few collected, but 
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profound stupidity was apparent in most 
present. brit an appointment was made 
in the same plave for the ensuing week. 
In the mean time the labor of visiting 
and p: rsonal couvcrsation was continued, 
Betore tine concitision of the week, some 
Individuals in that district begun to be 
sotemn. Tie unusual eagerness of chris- 
tians around them, which they could not 
but see, begun to make them feel that 
it was time fo. them to awake. Partic- 
ular.y, a female prayer meeting institu- 
ted in that di frict at this time, was a 
means of fixing the attention of some.— 
Wien the time «rrived for the next 
mecting in thai district, the scene was 
greatly changed, the schoo! house was 
crowded, and an unusual solemnity ap- 
peared m every countenance. From 
this time the work appeared gradually 
to advance in that ¢istrict. 

The same course of family visits and 
persona! conversation was extended as 
soon as practicable to other districts, and 
the same blessing in one degree or ano- 
ther seemed to follow. Thus the work 
made a regular progress through the 
town, from south to north, until it ex- 
tented to almost every district. 

For a considerable time after the work 
coimmenced, the youth seemed to stand 
aloof trom it, and were generally wnaf- 
fected. Some time in October, after 
public worship on the Sabbath, a partie- 
ular invitation was given to the youth 
to meet at the house of the pastor, the 
next Friday eveuing, without explain- 
ing the object. They however too« the 
alsrm. ‘They anticipated aa unwelcome 
interview for the purpose ef personal 
conversation on the concerns of ‘heir 
souls. Some who felt that they could 
not decently. or consistently with the 
feelings of their parants, avoid the pro- 
pos d meeting, resolved, if possible 
to defeat the object in another way.— 
They judged that if a great number 
could be collected ofall characters, and 
the house filled, that the design of per- 
sonal conversation would be rendered 
impracticable, and that the responsibil- 
ity would be destroyed by being thus di- 
vided. They therefore exerted them 
selves to procure a general attendance. 
When the time of meeting arrived, the 
pastor was astonished to find his house 
thronged with the youth from all parts 
of the town, and those of all characters. 
He however proceeded to address them 
in the best manner he could, being ig: 
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them together. Before the meeting 
closed, those who had been active ip this 
plan begun to feel the folly and sin of 
their designs. God was pleased to in- 
terpose by his Spirit, to render the mee- 
ting very solemn. Many whom no or- 
dinary solicitation could have induced 
to attend the meeting, were thus brought 
within the reach of the truth, and were 
impressed with a sense of their guilt 
and dangér, and the result was highly 
favourable. Another meeting was ap- 
pointed, which wa3 equally full but from 
very different motives. ‘These meetings 
have continued to the present time, and 
have, it is believed, been the means of 
saving good to many of those who have 
attended. They have forseveral months 
been conducted almost exclusively by 
the youth themselves. 

The case of one young man, as illus- 
trating the feeling of the natural heart, 
and the sovereignty ef divine grace, it 
may be proper to mention. 

He was the sabject of some serious im- 
pressions about five years previous to 
the late revival.—At that time, under 
peculiar temptation, he deliberately 
made the resolution that he would dis- 
miss the subjectof religion forever, with 
the impression that there was 00 merey 
ior him; and that he would try to be 
satisiied with having his good things in 
this world. After this resolution, he ap- 
peared to be left to great stupidity.— 
He early perceived the appreach ot the 
late revival, by witnessing the increas- 
ing faithfulness of christians. He saw 
that they were in possession of a new 
spirit, and he felt that the consequences 
were certain. Believing there was no 
hope for him, he did not wish to be tor- 
mented before the time, as he thought he 
must be by being a spectator of a revi- 
val. He therefore determined to take 
a journey to a distant part of the coun- 
try, aud be absent until the revival was 
past.—He accordingly departedand was 
absent several months. When he tho’t 
he might safely venture home, he began 
to retrace his course, carefully inquiring 
as he approached his native town, into 
the state of religion.—He soon learnt 
that the revival was going on. This 
brought him toa stand, and he had some 
thoughts of turning back. But he final- 
ly concluded to come home, and fortify 
himself in the best manner he could.— 
After his return, he made great efforts to 
appear entirely indifierent to the subject 
of religion. But in spite of himself, the 
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ceality of it would sometimes rush in 
upon bis mind with irresistible power. 
At length his eyes were opened to see 
that he was fighting against God and the 
salvation of his own soul. The snare of 
the adversary by which he had been ta- 
ken, became apparant, and be trusts that 
his proud and stubborn heart has been 
subdued by the love of Christ, and that 
he is a brand plucked out of the fire. 

Several cases of special answers to 
prayer have occurred in the course of 
this work, which illustrate the nature of 
a spirit of prayer. Astatement of some 
of these cases is subjoined. 

At a public lecture, attended by two 
neighboring ministers, early in the sum- 
mer of 1820, two young men came into 
the house and took their seats near each 
other. They had not been usually seen 
there on such orca,ions, though there 
was then nothing unusual on their minds, 
& they could hardly teli why they came. 
The attention of one of the prefessed 
friends ot Christ, was in the course of the 
meeting particularly turned to these 
young men. It occurred to him that 
great good to the cause, and glory toGod, 
would probably be the effect of their 
conversion. ‘There was a peculiar and 
strong desire excited in his breast for 
their salvation. He felt pressed in spirit 
to pray for them in particular. For this 
feeling he could not account, as they 
were in no way related to him, and there 
was nothing in their appearance which 
drew his attention particularly to them. 
He concluded that this desire must be 
irom the Spirit ef God, and therefore felt 
encouraged to hope that good was in 
store. He was enabled to persevere in 
his wrestlings for their souls, altho’ his 
faith was greatly tried by a delay of the 
answer. Nothing appeared particularly 
encouraging in them for several! months. 
Still he experienced such assistance in 
carrying their case to God, and occasior- 
ally such enlargement and earnestness in 
pleading for them, that he could have no 
reasonable doubt of the result. He oc- 
casionally labored with them by exhor- 
tation and believed that his labor would 
net be in vain. Suffice it to say, that 
these yonng men are now professed dis- 
ciples of Christ, and appear to be his in 
deed and in truth. 

This case suggests a remark on the im- 
portance ef means. Many are rea ty to | 
say that if they are to be saved they shall’! 
be, though they neglect all means, & that | 


it does no good to attend meetings. But ! 


if these young men had not come to that 
lecture, the attention of no Christian 
would probably have been excited in 
their behalf; consequently they would 
have been the subjects of no special 
prayer, and, we have reason to believe, 
would not have been converted. The 
lecture, it is true, did not change their 
hearts, and could not, but their attend- 
ance upon it, put in motion a train of 
causes which resulted, as we hope, in 
their saving benefit. ‘Thus we see that 
the means as well as the end, are the sub- 
jects of divine determination. 

Two professing christians finding that 
their feelings agreed in that particular, 
resolved te pray for a certain family.— 
And they found, as they believe, in pur- 
suing this object, great assistance, their 
desires were drawn forth, that God would 
glorify himself by that family. The re- 
sult was, that four members of the family 
are new professors of religion, as the 
fruits of this work. 

Other cases of a similar nature might 
be mentioned. This general remark, 
however, is occasioned by many interest- 
ing facts, that in those families & neigh- 
borhoods where there has been most evi- 
dently a spirit of prayer, there the bles- 
sing descended, while others have been 
passed by. Some christian parents who 
have been greatly exercised op aceount 
of their children, & have seemed to trav- 
ail in birth for their souls, have had the 
unspeakable joy of seeing them hopeful- 
ly born again. In several instances, 
whole families of children and youth, ex- 
cepting some very young, or those whe 
were before christians, have been hope- 
fully brought into the feld of Christ in 
this manner, while those families whose 
heads remained indifferent, have been 
almost invariably left in indifference. In 
a word, this revival, while it has shown 
the efficacy of a spirit of prayer, and its 
connexion with the promised blessing, 
has also afforded a striking illustration of 
the truth, ** that God will be inquired of 
to do these things ior us.’’ 

The special operations of the Spirit of 
God among this people, continued, as we 
have reason to believe, a year and three 
months 

About one hundred have expressed a 
hope since the work comme :ced. 

It is the Lord’s work, and to him be 
all the glory. | 

Yours, respectfally, 
JOSEPH HARVEY. 

Goshen, Aug. 10, 1822. 
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Installed, at Volney, Aug. 21, by the Pres- 
byiery of Oneida, the Rev. Oliver Leavitt. 
The Kev. William Williams made the intro- 
ductory prayer, the Rev. Oliver Ayer preach- 
ed the sermon, the Rev. William RK. Weeks 

ave the charge to the pastor, the Rev. Joel 

radley gave the charge to the people, and 
the Rev. David R. Dixon made the conclud- 
ing prayer. 

On Wednesday the 4th inst. the Rev. Joel 
Bradley was installed by the Presbytery of 
Onoudaga, pastor of the presbyterian church 
and congregation of Orville. The Rev. Mr. 
Taylor, of Salina, made the introductory 
prayer; the Rev. Mr. Woodruff, of Manlius, 
preached the sermon ; the Rev. Mr. Johnson, 
of Oti:co, made the consecrating prayer; Rev. 
Mr. Keep, of Homer, gave the charge to the 
pastor; the Rev. Mr. Chadwick, of Camillus, 

ave the exhortation to the people, and the 
be. Mr Leavenworth, of Onondaga, made 
the concluding prayer.—On. Register. 


Ordination —-On Wednesday 11th Sept. 
the Rev. Eleazer S. Barrows was ordained by 
the Presbytery of Onondaga, to the work of 
the Gospel ministry, and installed Pastor of 
the first Presbyterian Church and Congrega- 
tion of Pompey. The introductory prayer 
was made by the Rev. Wm. Bacon, of Onon- 
daga, the sermon was preached by the Rev, 
Asahel S. Norton, D. D. of Clinton ; the or- 
daining prayer by the Rev. Hez. N. Wood- 
ruff, of Manlius ; the charge tothe Pastor 
by the Rev. Joel Bradley, of Orville ;+the 
exhortation to the people by the Rey. John 
Keep, of Homer, and the concluding prayer 
by the Rev. Justus S. Hough, of Ver’t. The 
day was fine, the congregation very large and 
solemn, and the singing peculiarly excellent. 

During the present week, the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions,convened in this city, agreeable tothe no- 
tice published ina former paper, Messrs. Wm. 
Goodell, Wm. Richards, and Artemas Bish- 
op, were on the day after commencement, 
ordained in the centre church, as Ministers 
of the Gospel, to labor among the heathen. 
The ordaining council composed of Ministers 
and delegates from the two churches in Hart- 
ford, from the two churches in this city, and 
from the church in Yale College, from the 
ehurch iu New-London, from the first church 
in Fairfield, from the west church in Green- 
wich, and from the church in Cornwall. 

The services commenced about ten o’clock 
A.M. The Rev. Mr. Lewis, of Greenwich, 
offered the introductory prayer ; the sermon 
was preached by the Rev. Dr. Miller, of 
Princeton, from Isaiah Ixi. 4.—* And they 
shall build the old wastes, they shall raise 
up the former desolations, and they shall re- 
pair the waste cities, the desolations of many 

enerations.” The Rev. Dr. Lyman, of Hat. 
Reld, offered the ordaining prayer; the Rey. 
Dr. Flint, of Hartford, gave the charge ; the 
Rev. ‘ir. Hawes. of Hartford, expressed the 
fellowship of the churches; and the Rev. Mr. 
McEwen, of New London, offered the con- 
cluding prayer. The services were solemy 


and highly appropriate, and a collection of g. 
bout $226 taken up for the purposes of the 
Board. 

Mr. Goodell is destined for Palestine— 
Messrs. Richards and Bishop for the Sand. 
wich Islands. 

On the evening of the same day a sermon 
was preached before the Board, by the Rey, 
Dr. Proudtit, of Salem, N. Y. from Malachi, 
1. 11.—New-Haven Rel. Int. Sept. 14. 


Utica Missionary Depository. 


Received for A. B, C. F. M. from August 
19, to Sept. 19. 
New-Haven, Mon. con. col. by Rev. 


Wm. Williams, F 4 55 
Cazenovia, Rev. John Brown, from 

his charity box, 3 00 
Utica, Wm. Wells, earnings in sab- 

bath school, for edu. heathen chil. 38 

First Pres. so. mon. con. coll, 414 


James Tillman, for the Brainerd mis- 
sion, to educate a heathen child to be 


named James Wilson Tillman, 12 00 
Vernon, mon. con, col. by Rev. O. Ly- 
man, 10 35 


Trenton, in that part of the society ly- 
ing in Deerfield, from a charity box, 
by Mr. Lewis Reed, 2 48 
From the Centre, in sab. school, for 
the Mayhew mis. by the teachers, 4 00 
Clinton, Mrs. Lucy Williams, a don. 20 00 
By abstainmg from an article of 
dress, from a friend of missions, (un- 
known) signed Q, 1 00 
Paris, ( Hanover Soc _) a box of clo- 
thing estimated at sv. 
Westmoreland, Mrs. Eells, two pair 
suspenders. 
New-Hartford, Mrs, Jacob Sterling, 4 
_and a half yards white flannel. 
Verona, 2 1-4 bush. white beans, from 
a mis. field belonging to Mr. Arte- 
mas Brewer, raised by individuals, 


Amount of cash, 61 96 
ABIJAH THOMAS, Agent. 


Errata.—In our last, p. 257, line 36, for 
agreeable, read agreeable to. P. 241, line 2, 
for it were as though he was, read is was as 
though he were. P. 245, 1. 40, for kneumati 
hagis, read preumati hagis. P. 247,1.1, for 
dictates to the former, read dictated to the 
penman. P. 248, |. 24, tor began, read begun. 
P. 252, line 17, &c. for condiguity, read con- 
dignity. Page 256, line 34, for a President, 
read of President. Page 258, 1. 40, for ever, 
read over ; line 45, for word, read words. P. 
259, line 19, tor znterested, read disinterested. 
Page 261, line 7, for infidelity, read idolatry. 

To Readers and Correspondents. —The ar- 
ticles of intelligence on the last page of our 
last number should have been credited to the 
Boston Recorder. It is our design to give 
credit for all articles copied from oiher pub- 
lications. 

The remainder of G. G’s sermon is un2- 

| voidably postponed 


to 
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